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In the Cnoice of his 
CCC 
V 
— T cannot be denied, that 
1 75 moſt People have their Rz. 
>. LIGION not fo Wh h 
E SOD x Choice as from Chance 
becauſe it happened to be the Religion of 
the Country where they were born and 
bred ; or becauſe their Parents and firſt 
Inſtructors inſtilled into their Minds the 


ſame Principles which they had embraced 
themſelves. But when they are grown up 
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0 Years of Undecſtanding, it is highly a 

| fitting that they ſhould examine for C 

| themſelves, and ſee into the Grounds and | I 

Reaſons upon which they have been taught 

in this or that Manner to believe. Truth 

fears no Examination, and deſires only ti 

to have a fair andympartial Trial; and] f 

| no Man that profeſſes himſelf to be 

[| guided by Reaſon, will refuſe to hear 

18 N on which ſide foever it is of- a 
fered. VG he finds what he had been 
taught in his early Years to berconform-f 
able to Truth, he will more ſteadily || b 


| | adhere to it, and think it a Happineſs] tl 
| | that he was ſo ſoon acquainted with it. It! 
If, upon better Inquiry, he diſcovers] 


himſelf to have been brought up in an! 
Etror, he will not be difficult to part] ti 
"wi it, and to take the right and ſureſt Þ 
Þ his eternal Happineſs, — 


Ar is with this View that the follow- th 

ing Diſcourſe of RELIGION is made pub- | la 

lic, namely, to be afliſting to thoſe] 

who are willing to make a rational In-J/ 

_quiry into Things, and to be ſet right 1; 

in the Religion which they ſhould an di 
an 
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Mind of Doctrine. 


the Number of the former, o or of the 
latter? 


Fuur ieh. Bzcausk here in Eu- 
land the Proteſtants themſelves are of 
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and die in, that they might not be as 
Children, laſſed ta and fro with every 


Taz Queſtions I fhall propoſe, and 
to which 1 ſhall endeyvour to give a 
eder, Anlwer, are theſe, TIN 


Firſt, Way it is neceſſary to be of 
wy. Reügie nat all? „ 


Senad, Wer we are and ought to 
be of the Chriſtian Religion, "ather 
than of any other that has prevailed in 
the World? ? 


birdy, Jn amongſt Chil. 

1550 there are Diviſions; and. the moſt 
conſiderable in theſe. weſtern Party „ 
the World, is that of the PHY 
and Papiſts; whether we ſhould be in 


different Minds, ſome keeping to the 
ö -- Eltablilhed 
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Eſtabliſhed Church, others ſeparating 
from it; whether we ſhould chooſe ei- 
ther to be Churchmen or Diſſenters ? 


4 


| | HERE being too many amongſt 
us who talk and act, as if they 


had no Religion, the firſt Queſtion I 


propoſed to be conſidered was this: 


War it is neceſſary for us to be of 


any Een at all? 


EY Te, 


1 wen, 3 a is a God. 


For Religion is nothing elſe but the 


Honour and Worſhip we pay to 
God: And whoſoever is perſuaded in 


his Mind, that there is ſuch a Being, 
e but look upon himſelf as bound © 


o yield him the higheſt Teſtimonies of 
Honour and Reſpeck. 


WIEN 


—— —j—— ů mores vo — \ 
* — by 1 
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Wurx we ſpeak of Gop, we mean 
by that Name the higheſt and moſt 
perfect of all Beings, Him who form- 
ed the World, and all Things in it, 
by whoſe infinite Power and Wiſdom 
the Univerſe is governed, and on whom 
all the Creatures depend for their Lite 

and continual Support. To ſuch a Be- 

ing as this, ſo exceedingly great and 
good, all that have any Senſe of him, 

or are Capable of underſtanding their 
Obligations to him, muſt own their 
| Reverence and Worſhip to be due, and 
. that it is reaſonable for them to live in 
Subjection to his Laws. This is what 


7 we mean by Religion. 

"Toy it be aſked, upon what Grounds 

we believe and are perſuaded there is 

2 a God 2 

: We _ anſwer 4 The Flame of the 


World in general; the Frame of our 
1. on Natures in particular the Voice 
*. of all Nations; and the Voice of our 
A '4 . own 
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own Conſciences, plainly declare that 
there is, and muſt be ſuch. a Being. 


1. TAE Fane ofrchs: World in ge- 
_ evidently ſhews it: For how was 
it poſſible that ſo large and beautiful 
A World could ever come into Being, 
its Parts ranged in ſo excellent an Order, 
all its Motions ſo admirably adjuſted, 
without the Contrivance of a moſt wiſe 
and powerful Being, ſuch as we mean 
by the Name and Title of Goo? A 
Man may as well believe, when he ſees 
a fair and ſtately. Building, that it roſe 
without Hands, or when he fees an En- 
. Sine performing all its Motions with 
Exactneſs, that no Workman had the 
Contrivance of it, as that - this World 
was not .made and put in Motion by 
infinite Counſel and Wiſdom. It is not 
ſurely at Random, or by any Knowledge 
and Will of their own, that the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, hold on their Cour- 
| ſes; the Year brings round its Seaſons ; 
the Sea obſerves its Ebbs and Flows; 
the Earth produces its various Fruits; 
and the Animals are taught to provide 
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for themſelves and their Young. Theſe 
and Thouſands of other Inſtances, eyen 
all the Works of Nature, ſhew that 
there is a ſupreme over-ruling Power, 
who firſt ſet in order the Courſe of the 
World, and aſſigned to each Being its 
proper Station and Buſineſs, and does 
not fail to maintain and preſerve that 
moſt wiſe Order he has e 
amongſt chem. 


2. Tux Frame of our own Natures, = 

in particular, teaches and aſſures us of |} 
tie fame weighty Truth: For we fee 

and eſteem it to be our Happineſs, that 

we underſtand more than the Beaſts of the 

Earth, and are made wiſer thay the 
Hoxols of Heaven, „ | = 


Bur wherein is it zhar this 1 0 | 
Wiſdom of ours does appear ho 
goes the Excel lency of ou: Jnderitan 5 
5 ing ſhew itſelf 2 Thiedy 5 in this; 

j xe have a Senſe and 8 175 7 


R God. that. made 125 * reatures be⸗ 
. ow us are per ED of him; 
e | W de the Je fa fte or 


\r Inclination 
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Inclination to worſhip him: But Man 


is by Nature formed a religious Animal, 


born to look upward to the mighty 


Author of his Being, having Capacities 


for, and a Diſpoſition to worſhip him: 


And unleſs we can ſuppoſe that ſuch a 


Propenſity was planted in us perfectly 


in vain, we muſt be convinced of the 
Being of a God who hath framed us 


thus, and hereby diſtinguiſhed us from 
the Beaſts that periſh. 


. To this agrees the general Voice 


of Mankind, all Nations univerfally 


conſenting in this Perſuaſion. For 


| howſoever they may differ in other 
Things, in Laws, in Manners, or in the 
Forms of Religion, in this they have 


conſtantly agreed, that there is and muſt 
de a God, to whom religious Worſhip 
18 due. It is true, they have fallen in- 


to great Errors and Superſtitions in this 

Point, ſome believing in a Multitude of 
 *Gods, and bowing t 5 

Stocks and Stones; others entertaining 

very odd and extravagant Conceits 
about him: : But that there is a Sovereign 


emſelves down to 


Being 


— — — ——— — — — — * - y 
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Being whom they are obliged to wor- 


ſhip, has been the conſtant Belief of all 


Nations and Ages. And if one or two 


particular. Perſons have at any Time 
ſprung op, who have ſeemed to queſtion 


this Truth, they have been condemn- 


ed, and abhorred as Monſters in Nature. 
Which ſhews, that God has either made 


ſome Diſcoveries of himſelf to the 
World, however they may have been 


forgotten and neglected, or that he has 


interwoven in our very Natures a Senſe 


4. Taz Voice of a Man's own Con- 


ſcience, if he will but liſten to it, will 


clearly ſatisfy him that there is a holy 
and righteous God, to whom he mult 


be accountable. He plainly perceives that 


he has a natural Senſe of Good and Evil 
that there is a Law within him, which © 


tells him ſome Things he ought to da, 


other Things he ought to avoid that 
thoſe are virtuous and commendable, that 
theſe are vicious and blame-worthy : 


According to which Diſtinction, as he 
frames and orders his Actions, his own 


3 Mind 
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Mind is ready to applaud or condemn 


him. This Judgment which a Man 
_ paſſes upon himſelf, or the Senſe he has 
of his own well or evil Doings, is what 
we mean by Conſcience ; the Force and 


Power whereof all Perſons of all Ranks 


and Conditions have been ready to ac- 
knowledge. Jo poſſeſs a clear Und quiet 
Conſcience, not ſtung with the Guilt 
of any great and flagrant Wickedneſs, 
has been always reckoned the firmeſt 


Ground of Comfort: On the contrary, 
the Remorſe and Laſhes of an evil Con- 


ſcience, were by the Heathens judged to 


be a Torment inſupportable. Which 
ſhews how vain and 'ridiculous is the 
Talk of thoſe who have given out Reli- 


gion to be only a State · Device, to keep 


the World in awe; when, as Stateſmen 
themſelves, yea, and the mightieſt Kings, 


Have been equally liable to \ the Terrors 


of Conſcience with the - meaneſt of 


' their Subjects. And what do theſe 
Admonitions and Bodings of Conſcience 
mean? what were they intended to 
*reach us, but this? namely, That there 
- iy moſt certainly an *Almighty Being 
HY Whole 
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whoſe Servants we are, whoſe Laws we 
muſt obey ; and if we will not, but live 
altogether in a Neglect of Him, and al- 


low ourſelves in thoſe Vices which the 
Reaſon he has planted in us does flatly 


condemn, we muſt expect one Day to 


be ſeverely puniſhed by Him; and 
though we ſhould eſcape his Vengeance 


in this World, we ſhall dreadfully teel 
it in the next. 7 


Tavs are we taught by the viſible 
Frame of this World, by the Dignity 
and Excellency of our own Natures, 
the Voice of all Nations, and by the 
Voice of our own Conſciences, that 
there is a High and moſt Glorious God, 
in whom we live, and move, and have our 
Being; and to whom, as we are made 
capable of doing it, we are to yield our 
Worſhip and reaſonable Service. 


Ir it mould be afled, Why Gocl dees 


not think fit clearly to diſcover himſelf 


to us, ſo as to put us out of all Doubt, 

both of his Being, and the Way in 

which he would be honoured by us. ?. 
To 
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To this I 1 and it is a farther 
Sactsfaction to us, That he has from 
Time to Time made ſuch Revelations 
of himſelf, as he ſaw moſt proper and 
fitting; not indeed to all without Diſ- 
tinction, but to Perſons of very eminent 
Piety and Goodneſs, whom he made 
choice of to be the Teachers and In- 
ſtructors of others. Such were Moſes 
and the Prophets under the Old Teſta- 
ment, Jeſus and his Apoſtles under the 
New; who (as will be ſhewn in due 
Place) gave ample Aſſurance to the 
World, that what they taught was im- 
mediately communicated to them from 
Above, and that God by them declared 
his Will and Pleaſure unto Men. And 
it gives us a ſolid Joy and Comfort in 
believing, that we hear God ſpeaking to 
us in thoſe ſacred Books which his Pro- 
phets and extraordinary Ambaſſadors left 
behind them. So that although God 
- does not viſibly appear to Men, nor in- 
_ deed in this mortal State were we able 
to bear it, yet has he manifeſted him- 
{elf in ſuch a Manner to us, as to leave 
2 = 
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us in no Uncertainty what we are to 
r believe, or what we are to do, in order 
to the Attainment of everlaſting Life. 


d Is thew may ſuffice to have been 
- B ſpoken on the firſt Queſtion propounded, 


namely, Why it is neceſſary for us to 
le be of ſome Religion or other? The 


n- | Reaſon is, becauſe there is a God, to 

| whom our religious Veneration is due. 
a- Were there indeed no ſuch Being, as 
the Atheiſt vainly dreams, or is Wilde 
ue to hope, then ſhould we have no occa- 
ſion to trouble ourſelves about Reli- 
m. gion: But unleſs Mankind ſhould be- 
om | come another Sort of Creatures, and 


red ſhould have no higher Sentiments than 


the poor Brutes, they will ſtill be in- 


uin clined to acknowledge and worfhip the 
; t0 * n 


SECT, 
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eee 


SECT. III. 


UT ſuppoling it neceſſary to be 
of ſome 4 it may be de- 
anand ' 


'B 


Secondly, Soy. we are and ought to 
be of the Chriſtian Religion, rather t than 
of any other that has 8. prone 3 in the 
World : 4 


1 Taz. Anſwer is; Becauſe· dhe Chiil- 
tian Religion. came from God; and Mas 
intended by him to be the Relig jon of 
all Nations, even unto the End Pof the 
World: So that no Religion contrary 
to it, or different from it, is to be re- 
ceived. Here then it will be necellary 
to ſhew, 125 : 


; 8 Ws Reaſon we have to be- 
| lieve that the Chriſtian Religion came 
from God, 

3 Hov 


_ 
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II. kom it appears that it was 5 
ſigned by him to be the Religion of all 
Nations, even unto the End of the 
World. 


8 J. "Was: Reaſon we have to + bel 
that the Chriſtian Religion came from 
God. Now the Reaſon why we thus 
believe, is, becauſe He who was the Au- 
OF thor and Teacher of this Religion, gave 
the cleareft Demonſtrations that he was 
be ¶ſent by God for the Inſtruction of the 
m_ This he ſhewed, 


i . By the Miracles he an 'Y 
s doing ſuch and fo great Things, as 
of wne could poſſibly have done, unleſs God 
the bad been with bim. The Miracles 
Ar which Jeſus did, were not ſuch as tend- 
re- Fed only to the Amuſement of People, 
dar For to work in them a preſent Won= 
Ader and Aſtoniſhment, but they were 
 PFvrought in Compaſſion to the Miſeries 
be- Jof Mankind; and the Relief they gave 
came ſwas inſtantly felt, and long enjoyed. 
Jo did he cauſe the Blind to ſee, the 
Love : Deaf 


#3 — ; 
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Deaf to hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, and 
the Lame to walk; ſometimes uſing no 


Means at all; at other times ſuch as 


were next to none, being no-wiſe equal 

to the Effect; generally, he ſpake the 
Word only, and the Diſtempers imme- 
diately fled: With a few Loaves, and 
two or three ſmall Fiſhes, he fed and ſa- 
_ tisfied the hunger of many Thouſands : 

And more than once he raiſed to Life 


again Perſons known to be dead, that 


were carrying out to their Burial, yea, 
one that had Jain ſo long in the Grave, 
as to be thong corrupted. 


Ho Miracles were many and various, 
great and amazing, ſalutary and moſt 
beneficial; which he performed not pri- 
vately and in a Corner, 
Sight of - Multitudes, that were daily 
following him, and receiving Good from 
him. Laſt of all, to ſhew by whoſe 
Com miſſion he acted, and whole choſen 
_ Miniſter he was, on the third Day ai- 
ter he ſuffered Death, God raiſed. him 
out of the Grave; and after ſome Days 
| Continuance 


but in the 
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Continuance here upon Earth, he took 


him we in a bright Cloud 1 Into Heaven. 


| Sven was the Perſon who firſt taught 
the Chriſtian Religion; of whom, if 
the Account now given be to be de- 


pended upon, no one, I think, can 


make the leaft Queſtion, but the Doc- 
trine he taught certainly came from God. 
The ſame appears, 


2. From the Prophecies that for 
many Ages before were given concern- 
ing the Coming of this excellent Per- 
ſon; and what He was to do, to teach, 
and to ſuffer ; which were all exactly 
fulfilled in him, and never were fulfilled 


Jin any other. 


— 
Trax Books of Hh Oh Titan 


had been long in the Hands of the Jes, 
and were ſo well known to contain clear 
Predictions of a great Prophet and Meſ- 


ſenger of God, whom they called by the 


Name of Me ab, or Chriſt, that the 


whole Jewiſh Nation were in a conſtant 
ExpeRtation of him; and the Remains 


of 
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of that People, who will not acknow- 


ledge our I Esus to have been Him, con- 
tinue to expect him ſtill. But nothing 
can be more plain to an unprejudiced 
Perſon, that will but give himſelf Leave 
to look into their Books, than that the 


Time, within which the Meſſiah was to 


appear, is paſt long ago; and that at 
that very Time, which had been pre- 
ſignified by the Prophets, and when 


the Jewiſh Nation were in full Ex- 


pectation of him, then did our. Lord 


Jeſus ſhew himſelf to the World, a 


Teacher of Righteouſneſs ; who appears 
to have ſprung out of the ſame Tribe, 
out of the ſame Family, and to have 
been born in the very Place, where the 


Meſſiah was to make his Entry into the] 


World, And whoſoever will but read 
and obſerve, how punctually every Cir- 


cumſtance of his Sufferings and Death 
had been foretold by the ancient Scrip- 


tures, will fee abundant Reaſon to, con- 
clude, both that our Lord Jeſus was the 


true Meſſiah, and that the Books which 


propheſied of him, were truly Oracles 
of God. NE 
9 IT 


in r le Choice of his Religion 21 


Ir might ſeem üer ftrange chat 
the Fews themſelves ſhould have over- 
looked the Meaning of their own Pro- 
phecies, and not to have acknowledged 
Him, to whom they did ſo plainly refer. 


Tris, I ſay, might ſeem ftrange, 
had not their own Prophets alſo ſigni-— 
fied, how fatal a Blindneſs ſhould ſeize 
upon the Jewiſh Nation, by the juſt 
Judgment of God for their many and 
provoking Impieties : How they ſhould 
wh Eyes, but ſee not; Ears, and bear 
not; an Underſtanding,” and not per- 
cerve. «When this Veil, which yet re- 
mains upon them, is to be taken away, 


muſt be left to the unſearchable Wiſdom 


of God. 


Tavs may we be ſatisfied from the 
twofold. ſtrong Teſtimony given to it 
from Above, namely, Prophecy and Mi- 


{ racles, that the Chriſtian Religion cer- 
| tainly came from God, or that the Doc- 


trine taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
is to be received by us, as the Declara- 
tion 


—— — 
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tion of God's Mind and Will to the t 
World. Re LS | | bh 


PII I C k xe C0 1 


N 


IF it ſhould be aſked, How we can t 
depend on the Account that is h 
given us of the Miracles of Chriſt and 2. 
his Apoſtles? 1 anſwer ; The Event ., 
plainly ſhews it to be true. For how 
otherwiſe could the Chriſtian Religion ,; 
ever have prevailed, or gained any rf 
Credit in the World ? Was it poſſible 4 
that any of the Jewiſh Nation ſhould 
become Chriſtians, (as many of them 
did) had they not been ſatisfied, that what 1 
Jeſus was reported to have done Song th 
them, was real Fact? Had they þ 


ſeen, or underſtood from e 


Hands, the Miracles he wrought in his 
Life-time, and the Wonders That hap: to 


pened at his Death? Could the Gentiles Te 
| have ever been perſuaded to throw aſide 
_ the 
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the Religion of their Anceſtors, out of 
Reſpect to one that had been crucified, 
had not thoſe who preached Him, given 


the cleareſt Marks of that divine Au- 


thority and Power, by which they pro- 


claimed him to be the Lord of Life and 


Glory ? In a word, a Man might as 
ſoon believe, that twelve naked and un- 


armed Perſons could have conquered 
the World, as that the Apoſtles could 


have ſpread Chriſtianity ſo far and wide 


as they did, without the Power of to Z 


viſibly artending them, had they n 


made it plainly appear by the Signs 
they wrought for Mens Conviction, 


that their Doctrine was indeed from 
Above. If they had intended only to 
amuſe the World with a Fiction, they 


would have tramed their Story of Things 


done a long Time ago, in ſome Ape 
that had been paſſed ; which yet, had 
they never before been heard of, they 
would have found it a difficult Mat- 
ter to perſuade any one to believe ; but 
to tell the Generation then living, that 


Jeſus their Maſter had ſhewn himſelf 
among them to be an extraordinary 
Prophet 
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Prophet and Miniſter of Heaven! by 


a great Variety of Wonders publicly 
done in thoſe Days, ſuppoſing them mot 
to have been done, how wild and ex- 
travagant muſt it needs have appeared 
to all! And where could they have 
found any ſo weak as to hearken to 
their Story? But in appealing thus to 
the Senſe and Knowledge of the pre- 
ſent Age, they ſhewed how well affur- 
ed they were of the Truth of all they 
had ſaid and written, how little they 
feared any Examination and Inquiry; 
and, to give a laſting Evidence of their 
honeſt and upright Meaning, they ſealed 
their Teſtimony with their Blood, dying 
in and for the ſake of thoſe Truths, 'and 
of that Religion they had gelirerod to 
the World. 5 


To what has been ſaid, I might add 
a more inward Sort of Evidence, con- 
tained in the Doctrine of Chriſtianity 


itſelf; the Nature and Genius whereof Ife 


ſhew plainly enough from whence it 
had'its Original. For where ſhall we 


ſee ſo rational an Account given of the 


Nang 


/ 
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| ature and Perfections of God, of 
he State and Condition of Man, as in 
he Chriſtian Inſtitutions ? Where may 
„e find the Method of atoning and 
aking God reconcileable to us, taught 
n a Manner ſo fully anſwering to all 
pur Needs and Expectations? Where 
all we find Morality carried to ſo 
igh a Degree of Perfection? Precepts 
ff Virtue fo holy, righteous and good? 
From whence can we derive ſo ſolid a 
round of Contentment and Peace? ſo 
aſt a Contempt of this empty and tran- 
ent World ? ſo reaſonable and lively 
Hope of a better? Surely a Religion 
o full of excellent Inſtruction, dif- 
ountenancing all Appearance of Evil, 
ecommending every Thing that is wor- 
hy and good, ring before us a Pro- 
pect ſo encouraging to our Hopes, ſo 
wakening to our Fears, cannot well be 
hought to have any other than God 
or its Author, having all the Pro- 
erties and Marks that could be look- 
d for in a Religion coming from 
eaven. 


B Wear 
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WraT has been ſaid, may, J hope, 


ſuffice to confirm us in a ſettled Belief 
and A ſſurance, that JESUS CHRIST, in 
whom we believe, was indeed a Teach- 


er ſent from Cod; and that the Doc- 


trine taught by him, and his Apoſtles, 
was no other than the Signification of 
God's Mind and Pleaſure; the which 
we muſt obſerve, and act accordingly, 
if we deſire to be happy. And if this 
Doctrine or Religion be indeed from 
God, we may ſoon determine what 
Judgment we are to. make of any other 
Religions, which are contrary to, or 
differ from the Chriſtian ; namely, that 
they are not true; and that we muſt not 
receive, or be Followers of them. Er- 
rors may be numberleſs ; but Truth is 
but one ; and all Deviations from it are 
carefully to be avoided. But I propoſe 
in the following Sections, to conſider 
the ſeveral Religions that ſtand in Op- 
| poſition to Chriſtianity, and to ſhew 
upon what Grounds they are to be re- 
jected. 


In 
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In the mean Time let us briefly re- 
fle&t upon what has been already deli- 
vered. From whence we may ſee; 


oo. "ES 


1. Tux extravagant Folly and Mad- 
„ Ineſs of thoſe who live in the Contempt 
f Jof all Religion in general. For as 
h ſure as there is a God, it is neceſſary for 
„ Ja Man to be of ſome Religion, in ſome 
is Way or other to honour and worſhip his 
Maker. He that does it not, is far worſe 
than a Turk, ora Heathen, who in their 
ſeveral Ways expreſs their religious Ap. 
prehenſions, and have their Times and 
laces for their ſolemn Worſhip. The 
\theifſt, or Neglecter of all Worſhip, 
ould be abhorred in every Nation un- 
der Heaven; and how prodigious is it, 
hat any ſuch ſhould be found amongſt 
hriſtians? Therefore, 


2. As we call ourſelves ſo, and pro- 
eſs ourſelves to live under the beſt of 
Religions, we ſhould be truly thankful 
or the Bleſſing we enjoy, and take Care 
) live anſwerably to it; ip a regular 
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Performance of our Duty towards God, 
in obſerving Juſtice and Equity towards 
Men, and maintaining a due Govern- 
ment over our Appetites and Paſſions. 
If we are altogether diſregardful of the 
Rules of Chriſtianity, in vain do we 
take the Name of Chriſt upon us ; the 
beſt of Religions will no wiſe avail thoſe 
who never mind it, or care not to be 
governed by it. 


FR 
8 


„ hoe RI 
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already conſidered. 
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SECT Ov: 


＋ HE Reaſon above given, why 
we ſhould be of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, rather than of any other that 


has prevailed in the World, was this; 
namely, *« Becauſe the Chriſtian Religion 
came from God, and was deſigned by 
him to be the Religion of all Na- 
tions 3” ſo that no Religion contrary 
to it, or different from it, is to be re- 
ceived, VV 5 
How and upon what Grounds we 
believe that it came from God, has been 


Bur before I proceed to examine 


Into the ſeveral Religions different 
from the Chriſtian, it will be neceſſa- 
ry to clear up the latter Part of the An- 
ſwer, and to ſhew how it does appear 


B 3 that 
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that God intended Chriſtianity to be the 
Religion of all Nations, even to the End 


| of the World. 


For this we muſt take the Words 
of thoſe who were the firſt Preachers 
of it, I mean the e of our 


Lord Jeſus, 


Fon, if they, like their Maſter 


confirmed their Doctrine with Mira- 
cles; if God was with them in all that 
they taught and did; then are they to 
be believed in whatſoever they have 
ſaid and written for the Inſtruction of 
the World. 8 


Now in their Books, which they 


left behind them for the ſtanding Be- 


nefit and Inſtruction of the Churches, 


they frequently declare that Chriſtiani- 


ty was the laſt and moſt perfect Reve- 


lation of his Mind and Will, which 
God intended to make to the World, 
after which no other is to be expected: 
Conſequently, no Pretences of any new 


Doctors arc to be hearkened to ; the 
Goſpel 
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_ Goſpel already given is to be the only 


Rule of our Faith and Practice, 


"Taz Commis given by Chriſt to 


his Apoſtles, evidently ſhews, that thjge 


Religion they taught was to be univer- 


| ſal, not intended (like that of the 7e) 
for the Uſe of any ſingle Nation or Peo- 


ple, but of all the Nations upon the 
Earth. So were they commanded by 
their Lord, To go abrond, and to teach, 
or make Diſciples of A, Nations, In 
Purſuance of this Charge, they readily 
diſperſed themſelves into the ſeveral Re- 
gions of the World, preaching the 
Goſpel in all Countries where they 
travelled, and converting Multitudes of 


People to the Chriſtian Faith; making 


ſo great a Progreſs in the Work, that 
St Paul could ſay in his Time, That 


| their Sound was gone out into all the 
Earth, and their Words unto the Ends 
0 Be World. 


1 it be ſaid, Hine: notwithſtanding 
the Labours and. Preaching of the Apo- 


tles, great Numbers every where WW 


„ mained 
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mained Infidels ; ; and many Nations, 


where the Goſpel had been planted by 
them, have ſince returned to their ald 


State of Heatheniſm, or embraced a 
Religion very different from Chriſti- 


anity. 


1 Ton is no ſufficient Objection to 


what was before alledged, namely, that 


the Chriſtian Religion was intended to 
be the general Religion of the World, 


For it is too evident that the gracious 


Intentions of God for the Good of 
Mankind may be defeated by Mens 
an perverſe and ungrateful Behaviour. 


He calls upon Sinners to repent, and 
has declared himſelf 4% have no Plea- 


ſure in the Death of the Wicked; but 


notwithſtanding this, many, even the 
far greateſt Part, will continue impent- 


_tent and wicked, and be doomed to the 
| Pains of eternal Death. In like man- 
ner, the Goſpel was intended as a Bleſſ- 


ing to the whole World, and the 
Apoſtles were employed to publifh it 
among all Nations; but they were im- 
- prone only to perſuade and Convince, 

| not 
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not to force and compel ;z and though 
many became their Converts, it is no 


Wonder at all, if a great many others, 


having no Regard to God and Reli- 
gion, and totally immerſed in the At- 
fairs and Purſuits of the World, gave 


no Heed at all to them or their Doc- 


trine. 


AnD in the Nations where the 
Goſpel was once well ſettled, God. did 
not think fit abſolutely to conſtrain Men 
to live in Obedience to it, or to put it 
out of their Power, by any groſs Neg- 
let or Fault of their own, to make 
a Forfeiture of ſo excellent a Privilege. 
They might, if they were not watch- 
ful, lay themſelves open to Errors and 
Deluſions; and falling into unneceſſary 
Quarrels and Contentions, might ren- 
der themſelves an eaſy Prey to a bar- 
barous Enemy: Such has been the Fate 
of many Chriſtian Nations formerly; 
and who knows what Calamities may 
happen to ourſelves, if our Impieties 
and Vices, our Quarrels and Diviſions, 
ſhould provoke God to withdraw. his 

5 B 5 Protection 
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Erotection from us; if we endeavour 
not to live more worthy of the Reli- 
gion we profeſs ? But it is no Impeach. 
ment of the Goodneſs of God, that 
Men too often abuſe it, and are pu- 
niſhed for ſuch Abuſe z; nor is it any 
Argument againſt the Chriſtian Reli 
gion, that although it was deſigned for 
the Benefit of all Nations, all will not 
receive or be governed by it. And it 
there ſhould appear to us Difficulties 
in the Adminiſtration of divine Provi- 
dence, that we know not with our beſt 
Reaſon how to reſolve, we muſt re. 
member that God is infinitely above us, 
-wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in 
working, whoſe Fudgments are unſearch- 
able, and bis Ways paſt finding out. 


As the Chriſtian Religion was de 
ſigned to be univerſal, it appears to bt 
the laſt and moſt perfect Revelation o 
his Mind and Will, which God intenc 
ed to make to the World; after which 
no other is to be expected. Whateve 
Laws or Significations of his Pleaſur 
God gave in former Ages 1 ; a 

0 
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ur ſent his Son Chriſt Jeſus into the World, 
li- it was his Will and Command that Men 
h- ſhould hearken to him above all other 
nat Prophets and Miniſters that went before 
du - him: So he declared by a Voice from 
ny Heaven, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
eli -7 am well pleaſed, bear ye him, Not 
for without Reaſon therefore did Chriſt ſay 
not of himſelf, John xiv. 6. I am the Way, 
| il tbe Truth, and the Life; no Man cometh 
to the Father but by me, The Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews thus begins his Epiſtle, | 
God, who at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fa- 
thers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
Days ſpoken unto us by bis Sen: And the 
Inſtructions which he has delivered by ſo 
eminent a Minifter, 'by a Perſon ſo near | 
and dear to himſelf, we may well con- 
clude to be of the higheſt Importance, 
and to excel all the Laws and Inſtituti- 
Ions, which in any preceding Age had 
been given to the World. It is no leſs 
plain from what the Apoſtles ſay of it, 
Nhat after the Chriſtian Religion was once 
revealed, no other Form of Religion or 
| T Docuine was to be expected from Hea- 
Ven, 
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ven, as long as the World laſts. The 
Goſpel which the Apoſtles preached and 
publiſhed through the Nations, was to 
be the ſtanding Rule by which Men 
Mere thenceforward togovern themſelves: 
No new Truths not taught therein are 
to be believed as revealed by God; no 
new Laws different from, or contrary to 
thoſe therein contained, are to be ob- 
ſerved, as of any Nece//ity to recommend 
us to the Favour of God; yea, if any 
ſhould pretend to any new Revelations, 
or endeavour to impoſe upon the World 
any other Doctrines, we are required 
abſolutely to reject them, a Curſe being 
pronounced upon thoſe who ſhould in 
any After-time make ſuch an Attempt, 
So did St Paul openly declare, Gal. i. 8. 
Though we, or an Angel from Heaven, 
ſhould preach any other Goſpel than what 
has been already preached, let him be ac- 
curſed: Which, to make the greater 
Impreſſion, and the more earneſtly to 
caution us againſt the giving Ear to 
any Impoſtors, he repeats in the very 
next Verſe, doubling the Admonition, 
to put us more upon our Guard; 4 


other that has prevailed in the World. 
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I ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, If any 
Man preach any other Goſpel to you than 
that ye have received, let him be accurſed. 
Seeing therefore the Religion taught by 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt was fo abundantly 
confirmed by the Miracles God wrought 
in its Favour ; ſeeing it was publiſhed 
through the Nations of the World, to 
be by All received; ſeeing no new Goſ- 
pel or Revelation from God is to be ex- 
pected, but all Pretences to it are to be 
rejected with a Curſe; it appears very 
plain, why we are and ought to be of 
the Chriſtian Religion, rather than any 


q 
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UT bictuſe there "FOO were, 
B and ſtill are in being, other Reli. 
gions different from Chniſtianity, it may 
be convenient, for the farther ſtrengthen- 
ing of our Faith, to take a brief Survey 
of them, and to ſhew upon what parti. 


cular Reaſons each of them 1s to be re- 
; jected by us. 


Taz Religions which, beſides the 
Chriltian, have been and are now in the 
World, are theſe three, namely, the 
Jewiſo Religion, the Heathen Religion, 
and that which the Turks, and other 
Eaſtern People have embraced, namely, 
the Mabometan, 


As to the fr, we do not deny that 
it came from God, who by the Hands 
of his Servant Moſes, delivered to the 
3 of Iſrael a N or Body of 

5 Laus 


pertaining to his own Worſhip, and in 


a Manner from Mount Sinai, where God 


under no Doubt from whom it proceeded : 


taught by him was to be received with 
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Laws, inſtructing them in all Matters | 


all the Duties of Juſtice and Equity 
they were to perform to each other. 


Tuts Law was delivered i in ſo ſolemn 


ſhewed himſelf preſent by a terrible Pomp 
and Majeſty, that the People could be 


And Miſes had wrought ſo many Won- 
ders in the Face of the whole Nation, 
that they could not but be ſatisfied whoſe 
Miniſter he was, and that the Religion 


the greateſt Veneration. But this Reli- 
gion, although of divine Original, we 
cannot now be of, for theſe two Reaſons, 


1. Bzcavsz it was not mended. for | 
the Religion of all Nations, being only 
given to the Nation of the 7ews; as 
the Pſalmiſt ſays, God dealt not ſo with | 
any other Nation, neither had the Hea- 
then Knowledge of his Laws, Accord- | 
ingly, we do not read of any Apoſtles i 
or extraordinary Minifters fent forth to 

publiſh | 
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- publiſh it to the reſt of the World, and 
to make Converts of other Nations to 
the ſame. e 


2. ANOTHER Reaſon why we cannot 


be of the Jewiſh Religion, and why 
even the eus themſelves ſhould no 
longer adhere to it, is, becauſe it appears 
to have been only given for a Time, till 
the great. Meſſiah or Chriſt ſhould come, 
when it was to give Place to the Doctrine 
or Religion taught by him. Moſes him- 
ſelf foretold of a great Prophet that 
ſhould in due Time come into the 
World, who, like himſelf, ſhould be a 
Lawgiver to the People, and was in all 
Things to be hearkened to : Of this we 
find St Peter putting his Countrymen, 
the Jews, in Mind, Acts iii 22. For 


Mo ſes truly ſpake unto our Fathers, The 


Lord your God ſhall raiſe up from among 
your Brethren @ Prophet like unto me; 
him ſhall ye hear in ail Things, whatſoever 
he ſhall ſay unto you : Which he applies 
to Jeſus our Lord, as he ſpeaks in the 
laſt Verſe of that Chapter; Unto you 
firſt, God having raiſed up his Son Feſus, 


ſent 
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ſent him to bleſs you, in turning away every 
one of you from bis Ini juities. If now (as 


we have ſhewn) the Apoſtles are to be 


believed in all they have ſaid and taught, 


there is nothing more clear from their 
Writings, than that upon the Revela- 
tion of the Goſpel, the Law of Moſes 
was out-dated, no longer to bind even 


the Jets themſelves, except in ſuch Pre- 
cepts as were binding to all Mankind 


before that Law was given, and are of 


natural and perpetual Obligation; but 
the whole Frame of that Law, reſpecting 


the Service of the Tabernacle and Tem- 
ple, with the Rites and Ceremonies there- 


in preſcribed, was to be diſſolved, and 


to ceaſe upon the Introduction of that 


new and better Form of Religion taught 


by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; wherefore is 


our Lord Jeſus called % Mediator of 4 
nedo Covenant, in Oppoſition to the ol 
Covenant eſtabliſhed by Moſes, which, 


as the Apoſtle ſays, ſtoad only in Meats 
and Drinks, and divers Wafhings and 
carnal Ordinances, and was impoſed on 


them until the Time of Reformation, 


until the great Reform made in Religion. 


by 
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by Chriſt the Son of God; fince the 
appearing of whom, All, both Jews an( 
| Gentiles, are to expect Juſtification onlj 
by the Faith of Him, and Obedience te 
his Doctrine. Mberefore, (ſays St Pau 
to the Jets,) my Brethren, ye alſo art 
become dead to the Law by the Body 9 
Cbriſt; for he is our Peace, who hath madt 
beth one, both Jews and Gentiles one 
People, and hath broken down the middl 
Mall of Partition between us; havin! 
aboliſhed in his Fleſh the Enmity, even th 
Law of Commindments contained in Ord 
nances, that he might reconcile both uniſta 
God in one Body by the Croſs, Eph. i. 
nne 5 


 Tavs then were the Jews and Gentile 
to be united in the ſame Body of Chriſt 
Church, and to live by the fame Lav 
even that of him who appeared to by 
their common Saviour. May God d 
his infinite Mercy remove the Veil lying 
pet upon the Minds of the Jews, and 
diſpoſe them to be united with us in thi 
Belief of the true and only Meffiah ! 


SECT, 
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s we cannot be of the Jewiſh Re- 


ligion, we have far more Reaſon 


leathen, againſt which God fo often 
declares, both in the Old and New Tef- 
Wament, What fort of Religion was in 
YU amongſt the Heathens, we are told 
dy St Paul, Rom. i. 21, Sc. where he 
lays, That they became vain in their 
Wnaginations, and their fooliſh Heart was 
Farkened; profeſing themſelves wiſe, they 
dame Fools z and changed the Glory of 
Ve incorruptible God into an Image made 
Wike to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and 
ing our footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. 
hey deviſed to themſelves a Multicude 
f Gods and Goddeſſes, which they wor- 
pped under various Forms and Idols, 
bowing 


No reject and even abominate that of the 


44 The Engliſhman directed 
| bowing themſelves down, and paying 
Adoration to the Works of their ow 
Hands. They gave divine Honours, nd 
only to dead Men, who in their Life 
time had been infamous for their Vic 
and Villainies, but they ſtooped to t 
Worſhip of the baſeſt Creatures; hard) 
a Beaſt, or a Plant, but by ſome or othe 
was worſhipped for a Deity, And ſuc 
as their Gods were, ſuch was the Wor 
- ſhip they paid them; their ſacred Ritt 
were full of all Obſcenity and Lewdnel 
and many of them barbarous and crut| 
oftentimes ſhedding the Blood of the 
Sons and Daughters, in way of Sac 
fice to their Idols: So that well mig 
the Scripture aſcribe the Worſhip of t 
Heathen to the Suggeſtion of wicks 
and impure Spirits; declaring it to b 
the Effect of that tyrannical Powe 
which the Devil had uſurped over Ma 
kind. The Things (lays St Paul) whid 
the Gentiles ſacriſice. they ſacrifice to Dt 
wels, and not to God: Therefore was It 
tent, as he declares, Acts xxvi. 18. 
open their Eyes, and lo turn them fro 

BAER. . Dar knt 


in the Choice of bis Religion, 45 
Darkneſs unto Light, and from the Power 
Satan unto God: And for this Purpoſe 
lays St John) was the Son of God mani- 
ed, that he might deſtroy the Works of 
Viele Devil. It is true, that ſome few 
 1MWmongſt the Heathen were poſſeſſed 
ith better and more worthy Thoughts 
If God and Religion, and rendered 
demſelves famous by their eminent 

iſdom and moral Inſtructions; but 
en it muſt be ſaid, that however 
hey deſpiſed in their Hearts the Super- 
titions of the Vulgar, they generally in 
heir Practice conformed themſelves to 
acnddem, leaving it uncertain to judge, 
hether their Courage or Sincerity were 
noſt to be queſtioned. 


Nor were it hard to Hake: that the 
Moſt celebrated Precepts of Morality 
mongſt the Heathen were chiefly de- 

Mived from the holy Scriptures ; and that 
ome of their beſt Writers in that kind 
Porrowed their Notions from the Doc. 
g fines of Chriſtianity. Hence is it that 
F/2licius, and others, fo far refined upon 
„ - 
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the 1 that went before them. 
But to — by | ! 
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HERE is another Religion, 
I which has ſprung up ſince Chriſ- 
tianity was revealed, and has made a 
great Noiſe in other Parts of the World, 
namely, the Mabometan, or the Religion 
taught by Mabomet, or Mohammed, the 
_ admired Prophet of the Turks. There 
being no great Danger that any of us 
ſhould be perverted to it, I ſhall have 
the leſs Occaſion to ſpeak much of it; 
but ſomething may be proper briefly to 
be mentioned, in order to ſhew how 
* Credit ĩs to be given thereto. 
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1. Tuxx it may be obſerved, that 
abomet himſelf acknowledged Chriſt 
) be a great Prophet and Miniſter of 
od; and his Followers condemn the 
ews for their baſe Treatment of him: 
ut now, from Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſen are taught to reject any Perſon 
at ſhould come. with any new Doc- 
ine different from, or contrary to the 
oſpel by them revealed, as was ſnewn 
efore; ſo that if Chriſt were a true 
rophet, Mabomet muſt be a falſe one. 


On, 
riſ 
e 2 
rid, 
ion 
the 
ere: 
us 
ave . . 
it; 13. Mabores eſtabliſhed his Religion 
to i Rebellion, revolting from his lawful 
10" Fivil Governors, and carried it on 
Perely by the Power of the Sword ; 

| contrary 


2. THE pretended Pro phet Mabomet 
rought no Miracles to bow his Com» 
iſion from above, but only impu- 
ently averred (what every Impoſtor 
ight do) that he was: ſent a Teacher 
om God, and the World muſt at their 
eri receive him. 
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contrary to the Laws and mild Inſtitu- 
tions of our Saviour CHRIS, who taught 
his Apoſtles to win over others to the 
Faith, only by Meekneſs, Patience, and 
an exemplary Virtue, joined with a 
Power of working all Sorts of Miracles 
For Mens Conviction. | 


4. As the Mahometan Religion was 
at t firſt propagated, ſo is it ſtill ſupported 
by the Sword; gaining no Footing in 
any Chriſtian Country not ſubdued by 
its Arms; although in all Parts of 
the Mahometan Dominions Chriſtianity, 
| however oppreſſed, keeps its Footing 

itil. 


5. Wnrorver were to compare the 
Doctrine and Laws of Chriſtianity, 
with thoſe delivered by Mabomet, would 
ſoon be ſatisfied, which of the two 
has the juſteſt Pretenſions to a divine 
Original. The many abſurd and ridi- 
culous Stories told by that bold Im- 
poſtor, his Multitude of Wives, and 


the like Liberty aHowed to his Follow- 


ers, his low and ſenſual Notions of 
the 
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the Happineſs of Heaven, and the like, 
are enough to perſuade any rational and 
conſiderate Perſon to reject a Religion 
ſo little. making for the Honour of God, 
ſo adapted to the Paſſions and Vices of 
Men. 


A5 yet this Religion, abſurd and 
fooliſh as it is, has by the unſearchable 
Providence of God been ſuffered greatly 
to prevail, and that too in Countries, 
where once Chriſtianity mightily flou- 
riſhed ; to ſhew, that God does not tie 
himſelf to ſecure and protect People 
in the Poſſeſſion of the beſt of Reli- 
gions, if they do not take care to live 
worthy of it; and that the Light of 
his heavenly Truth, unregarded and 
abuſed, may, by a juſt Judgment, be 
withdrawn, Ignorance and Barbariſm | 
lucceeding i in its Room. 


Bur there are ſome good Leſſons 
which Chriſtians may learn. even from 
the Mahometans and Heathens, namely, 
That to neglect the Worſhip of God, 
is abominable in the Eyes of all the 
= Religions 
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5 Religions that are in the World. The 


idolatrous Heathens had their Temples 
and Places of Worſhip, to which they 
_ conſtantly renaired : The Turks alk 
have their Moſques, or Temples, to 
which they are daily called to offer u 
their Prayers, and are obſerved to do 
it with much Reverence and Devotion. 
Is it not then a great Shame to us 

Chriſtians, if we are found to have leſs 
Piety, and to be leſs mindiul of our 
Duty to God, than are theſe poor de- 
luded People? Or is not that Chriſtian 
much worſe than a Heathen, that can 
contentedly fit at Home, and ſeldom 
appears at the Houſe of God ? Again, 


ThE Heathens, the Turks, and the 
favage Indians, have a Senfe of moral 
Honeſty among them, and are obſerved 
to be fair and upright in their Deal. 
ings z and will not all theſe riſe up in 


judgment againſt, and ſorely condem 


many that call themſelves Chriſtians 
Who are ſo ready to ſhuffle and cheat 
and to uſe all the little knaviſh Arts t( 

enrich themſelves ? Yea, is it not o W! 
ing 
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ing to this, that Chriſtianity has had no 
better Effect, and made ſo little Progreſs 
in the Heathen Countries to which we 
have traded, and which have been diſ- 


couraged from becoming Converts to it, 


by the Immoralities and 1 Actions 
of thoſe who profeſs it? Our Saviour 
has told us, that if our Righteouſneſs ex- 
ceeds not the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, we ſhall not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven : What then may 
we expect, if our Righteouſneſs does not 


exceed, if it does not come up to the 


Righteouſneſs of the poor Heathen ? 

May a due Senſe hereof incline us to be 
honeſt and good Men, left while we pre- 
tend to the beſt of Religions, we make 
ourſelves the moſt miſerable of all the 
og under Heaven. 
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ET IE LI b 
SECT. IX 


AVING ſhewn why ir is ne- 
ceſſary for us to be of ſome Re. 


ngen, and why we are and ought to be 


of the Chriſtian Religion, rather than 
of any other that has prevailed in | the 
World, I proceed — 


TriRD Query propoſed, which was 
this: Whereas amongſt Chriſtians there 
are Divifions, and the moſt confiderabk 
in theſe Weſtern Parts of the World, is 
that of the Proteſtants and Papiſts ; whe 
ther we ſhould be in the Number of the 
former, or of the latter? 


Every well dispoſed Mind cannot 
but be deeply affected at the oo 


aut 
wns 
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of thoſe unhappy Differences which he 
obſerves among Chriſtians ; and might 
be tempted to fear, that God has aban- 
doned the Care of his Church, which he 
ſees to be ſo miſerably rent and diſorder- 
ed: But in judging thus he would be 
extremely miſtaken. Ir is no Argument 
that God neglects the Care of his Church, 
becauſe he ſuffers Diviſions in it, no more 
than it is an Argument that he does not 
govern the World, becauſe he ſuffers 
Sin and Wickedneſs to be acted therein. 


In both Caſes his Providence and 
Method of Government is the ſame : 
He has declared his Hatred againſt Sin, 
and has threatened ſeverely | to puniſh 
thoſe who go on wilfully to commit a 
but yet he does not think fit to lay a 
abſolute Reſtraint upon Mens Wills, = 
leaves them at the preſent to their own 
Devices, intending hereafter to call them 
o an Account. In like manner he has 
ignified unto Chriſtians, by his Apoſtle, 
Cor. i. 10. that they ſhould all ſpeak the 
ſame Thing, and that there be no Divi- 
tons among them, but that hey be per- 


5 featly 
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feftly joined together in the ſame Mind, 
and in the ſame Judgment : But yet he 
does not think fit violently to control 
Mens peeviſh Humours and Paſſions, 
but ſuffers them to run into Diviſions, 
if they dare do it, intending one Day to 


Judge them for this and all other their 


diſorderly Actions. And we have the 
leſs Reaſon to be moved at theſe Things, 
becauſe our Saviour and his Apoſtles 


foretold from the Beginning, that thus 
it would happen, and that it was hardly 
poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, under the 


general Depravation of human Natore, 
and amidſt the different Tempers, Judg- 
ments, and Paſſions of Men. Offences 
muſt needs come, ſays our Lord; and, 
ſays his Apoſtle, There muſt be alſo Here- 
fies among you, that they which are ap- 


proved, may ve made manifeſt among Jon, 


I Cor. xi. 19. 


1 Ter Sti Eire that we ſhould have 
in this Matter, is to ſee that we are in 
the number of thoſe Chriſtians, who 
keep cloſeſt to the Doctrines and Rules 
of our bleſſed Saviour; that we hold 
5 0 
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to that Church, in which his Religion 


is moſt ſoundly taught, and bis Com- 
mandments moſt faithfully oblerved 


avoiding all thoſe Errors and Practices. 
that are contrary to that Form of Doc- 


trine, and the Orders which by him- 


ſelf and his Apoſtles he has delivered 


o Us. 


SEEING then, as was ſaid, the Pro- 
teſtants and Papiſts are the two moſt 
conſiderable Bodies of Chriſtians in theſe 


Weſtern Parts of the World, I ſhall now 
proceed to ſhew, why we ſhould chooſe 


to be in the Number of the tormer, 


rather than that of the latter. 


Any the firſt Reaſon I ſhall give is 
this, namely, Becauſe the Proteſtants 
endeavour to preſerve to all Chriſtian 
Churches and States the Rights and 
Privileges which by the Laws of Chriſt 
belong to them; whereas the Papiſts 


yield them up into the Hands of the 


Pope, -. veſting him with a boundleſs 
Power, over all the Churches and King- 


doms of the World. They may ſay, 


SS per haps, 
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perhaps, that they mean only in Spiri- 
tuals; but it is too plain, that they 
have pleaded for it alſo in Temporals, 
and a great many Princes have felt it 
to their Colt. But ſuppoſing it only in 
Spirituals, or Things pertaining to the 
Church; where does it appear that Chriſt 
ever intended to put the Government of 
the univerſal Church into the Hands of 
any one Man whatſoever ? Himſelf is 
the Head of it, dat where does he — 
of bis Vicar? 


Os any Superiority that St Peter bak 
or did ever claim over the Apoſtles, the 


have alledged in Favour of it being no- 
thing to the Purpoſe, as many learned 
Men of their own have ingenuouſly 
confeſſed z and ſuppoſing Peter to have 
preached at Rome, or to have preſided 
over the Church at Rome, this could not 
give to the ſucceeding Biſhops of that 
City any other Power than what all 
Biſhops had, who were Succeſſors to the 


which they planted. In a word, the 
Supremacy 


Scripture is {tlent ; the Texts which they 


Apoſtles in the reſpective Churches 


Supremacy which the Popes have claim- 
ed over all other Biſhops, and Churches, 
is the molt groundleſs, moſt extravagant, 


and moſt arrogant, Pretepſion that was 


ever advanced in the. World.: And the 
Emperor of Germany, the ſmall Remain- 
der o the Roman Grandeur, might with 


a much better Title pretend to a ſovereign 
Juriſdiction over all the Princes of Eu- 


rope, than the Pope to a Supremacy 
over the Churches cherein, much leſs 


over all the Churches in the World. If 


it be ſaid, that the Pope's Authority 
was once ſubmitted to in this Nation 
of ours; and that for many Years he 
had the Church and Clergy 1 under 


his Government; 


| We anſwer, That the Power he here 
obtained was not by Right, but by 


Uſurpation; therefore in ſhaking it off, 


our Princes did no more than reſtore 


this Nation to its original Freedom 


and Liberty, putting the Direction of 
Church Affairs under its own Biſhops 


and Clergy, without depending on any 


foreign Power whatſoever. 
5 Ir 
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IT was ſome Ages after the Goſpel 
had been here planted, before the Pope's 
Juriſdiction was acknowledged and re- 
ceived 3 and when Auſtin the Monk 
came over to eſtabliſh it, the | Britiſh Bi- 
ſhops ſtrenuouſly oppoſed him, affirm- 
ing that this Church had been ancient- 
ly governed by its own Biſhops, and 
that they Knew of no Right which any 
foreign Prelate had to exerciſe his Au- 
thority in“ this Ifland. And if the 
Weakneſs and Bigottry of ſome Prin- 


ces introduced this Slavery, the Cou- 


rage and Wiſdom of others very Jan 
threw it et. 93 


410 22174 
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F 


ern 


OR will any Pretence of the 
Pope's being anciently Patriarch 
| the Weſt, or being inſtrumental in 
e the Converſion of this Iſland to Chriſ- 
- tianity, at all avail to ſupport their 
. Claim, A Chriſtian Biſhop dwelling 
Yin one Country, may ſend Perſons to 
convert another, without deriving any 
juſt Right to himſelf, or Succeſſors, of 
being the perpetual. Governors of the 
Churches ſettled therein; which are 
to be committed to the Care and Over- 
ſight of their own proper Biſhops and 
Paſtors. And though tormerly the Bi- 
ſhops of ſome eminent Cities had the 
Title of Patriarchs conferred upon them, 
who in ſummoning, or taking Place in 
Councils, had Precedence and peculiar 
V. Marks of Reſpect yieldedrthem this was 
C 6 ne 3 
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only from mere human Inſtitution, or I ] 
by the Favour and Courteſy of Chriſ- t 
tian Emperors z not from any Superi- 2 
ority which the Laws of Chriſt gave to t 
one Biſhop above another. And what- I 
ever Honours or Privileges were conferr- Ib 
ed on thoſe patriarchal Sees, they funk I fi 
together with the Roman Empire; out a 
of which have ſince ariſen a great many 8 
independent States and Kingdoms, which, | ce 
with the Churches in them, are n 6 
from my foreign Juriſdiction. tl 


From what has been ſaid, it may 
_ 5 0 


ES Tuar every Chriſtian Nation has fr 
a full Power within itſelf to regulate P 
| whatſoever is amiſs; and if any Errors ne 
and Corruptions have been introduced, 
contrary to ſound Religion, it may take 
a proper Courſe to remove them, with- 
out aſking Leave of the Pope, or any 
other foreign Power. 
2. Warrz a Nation has reformed 
nſelf, and the Doctrine, Nen and 
Diſcipline 


ine 
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Diſcipline of its Churches has been ſet- 
tled by a national Act, with the Advice 
and Conſent both of its civil and ſpiri- 
tual Governors, the Subjects of that 
Nation are bound to ſubmit to the eſta- 
bliſhed Order; and whoſoever departs 
from it, breaks the Peace of the Church, 
and makes himſelf guilty of Schiſm. 
So that the Papiſts in this Nation, by not 
conforming themſelves to the Church- 
Government and Worſhip therein ſet- 
tled, are really chargeable with that 
Schiſm which they condemn in others, 


3. THovcH the Church of Rome were 
guilty of no Idolatry, and were free 
from thoſe Errors, both in Doctrine and 
Practice, which ſhe is accuſed of, yet 
neither we nor any other Chriſtian Nation 


are obliged to receive any Commands or 


Directions from that Church, or from 
the Pope its Head. We might then 
reſpect her as a Siſter Church, but owe 
our Obedience only to that Church and 
Government within which the Providence 


of God has ſeated us. 
BEE SECT. 
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F 
ee vp 


UT befides that the Church of 
Rome has no Authority here, there 
are other weighty Reaſons why we can- 


not be of the Romiſh Religion, but 


ſhould live and die in the Proteſtant 
Communion, namely, 


SGacecondly, Brcauvst the Law of God 
ſtrictly forbids religious Worſhip to any 
Cteatures: whereas the Papiſts are taught 

to believe, that ſuch Worſhip is due to 

them; and accordingly they pay it to 

Angels, to Saints departed, and efpe- 

cially to the Mother of our Lord, the 


1 Virgin Maty. Our bleſſed Saviour has 


given it in Command to us, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only. 


The Pſalmiſt has declared God to be the 
ou 


£85989 e. 0 F. 8 08 


in the Choice of bis Religion. 63 
great Object to whom our Prayers are 
to be duected, where he ſays, O thou 
that heareſt Prayer, unto thee ſhall all 
Fleſh come. And the ſetting up other 
Objects to receive our Prayers and Reli- 
gious Adorations, ſeems to be a plain 
Tranſgreffion of the firſt Commandment, 
Thou 4 bave none other Gods before me. 
By which we are required, not only to 
acknowledge but one God, but alſo not 


to give the Honour, due properly to him, 
unto any other : This is to have him for 


our God, and no other with or beſides | 


him. - 


Tut Papiſts are wont to ſay in Ex- 
cuſe, chat ide Prayers which er offer 
to the Virgin Maty, and the Saints, are 
only to requeſt their charitable Interceſ- 
fwd with God for them. But in anſwer 
we ſay, _ 


1. Tuar in many of their Forms, 
they not only requeſt the Saints to pray 
for them, but they petition them directly 
for ſuch Graces and Favours as are pro- 
per only to be aſked of God, and which 

none 


— — — ORE 
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none but he can give; as may be ſeen by 


of God, the Service of his Creatures ; 


Addreſſes, ſometimes to God, ſometimes 


to mean no more than they would have 
it believed, only to defire their Prayers 
for them; yet in doing thus, what un- 
due Honours dothey pay to his Creatures? 


not; if not, they are perfectly vain ; if 
they do, they muſt be (like God himſelf 


to them by their Votaries : And if this 


poking | into their Offices. 


! 


3 By thus mixing with . Ser vice 


and in their ſolemn Worſhip making their 


to the Saints; what is this bat to ſet up 


other Objects for divine Worſhip, belides * 


Him to whom it is due? bce 


3. Surpos1NG al their Prayers to the . 
Virgin Mary, and to Saints and Angels, 


how nearly do they make them to reſem. 
ble their Creator ? For either they are 
ſuppoſed to hear and to know the Re. 
queſts that are made ta them, or they do 


all-knowing, and every where preſent, to 
hear the Requeſts that are continually, 
from all Parts of the World, preſented 
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be not to put them in the Place of God, 
let any one judge. In a word, to pay 
this fort of Worſhip to either Saint or 
Angel, is not only no where commanded, 
but in many Places of Scripture clearly 
forbidden; therefore, with the Proteſt- 
ants, we have juſtly Jaid it aſide, and no 
ſuch Addreſſes are to be ſeen in the Of- 
tices of our Church. . 


Thirdly, AnoTHER Reaſon why we 
are and ſhould always remain Proteſtants, 
and never ſuffer ourfelves to be ſeduced 
unto the Popiſh Religion, is, becauſe 
that Religion teaches Men to live in the 
> plain Tranſgreſſion of the Second Com- 
mandment. The Commandment ſays, 


1 Thou ſhall not make to thyſelf any graven 
i Image, nor the Liteneſs or Figure of any © 
3 Thing in the Heavens, or in the Eartb; 


tbou ſhalt not bow down to them, nor wor- 
ip them. In plain Contradiction to this 
Command, the Papiſts ſet up in their 
1 Churches the Image of Chriſt, the Image 
17 Ef the bleſſed Virgin, the Images of di- 
nis Pers Saints, and encourage the People to 
be Fproach them with all the Marks of re- 
ligious 
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ligious Veneration and Obeiſance; to 
crouch to, to bow down, and kneel be- 
fore them, and to pray directly to them, 
or in and by them, to the Perſons they 
repreſent. But though we are to pray 
to God, and to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
yet we are not in Prayer to bow down to 
and worſhip their Images, the Command- 
ment being expreſs againſt it; much leſs 
are we to worſhip the Images of Saints, 
who being but Creatures, can have no 
Share in the religious Worſhip that is 
paid in the Houſe of God. Were they 
preſent themſelves, to behold the Wor- 
ſhip and Devotion paid them in the Po- 
= Churches, they would be ready to 
ay, as the Angel did to St Zohn, See 
Jou do it not; we are your Fellow Ser- 
pan; worſhip God. Rev. xxii. g. 


SECT. 


they have preſumptuoufly taken away 


Pledges of his dying Love; the one, to 
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COOK OOH 


SECT, XU. 


7E ſhould think ourfelves 
happy in being Proteſt- 
ants, when we conſider what great Er- 
rors the Papiſts have fallen into, with 
relation to the Sacrament of W Lord's 
Supper. For, 


Fouribly, x 


FiRsr, As if chay might deal with 
the Ordinance of Chriſt as they pleaſe, 


the Uſe of the Cup from the People, 
diſtributing to clin a half Commu- 
nion, admitting them only to eat of 
the Bread, but not to taſte of the 
Wine: Whereas our Saviour appoint- 


ed both Bread and Wine to be the 


ſignify 


* 


6s The Engliſhman diretred 
ſignify his Body broken; the other, his 


Blood ſpilt upon the Croſs for our Re. 


demption : He diſtributed bob to his 
Diſciples, and commanded them to do 
likewiſe. And his Apoſtle St Paul ex- 
preſsly declares, That by eating of the 
Bread, and drinking of the Cup, Chril- 
tians are to „hee forth the Lord's Death, 
1 Cor. xi. 26, 


-Stconviy; They teach and make it 
a Part of their Creed, that the Body 
and Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt are 
« truly and ſubſtantially in the Sacrament. 
of the Lord's Supper; and that the 
ce whole Subſtance of the Bread is turned 
into the Body, and the whole Subſtance 
«of the Wine is turned into the Blood;“ 
which Change is called by their Church 
. ranſubNantiation. So is their Doctrine 
expreſſed in the Words of the Creed, 


eſtabliſhed by Pope Pius IV, and the ||. 


Council of 7. rent. 


Bur can it poſſibly be thought, chat 
when our Saviour firſt inſtituted this 
Sacrament, and gave it to his Diſci- 


pics, | 
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ples, whilſt he was yet living, and his 


Body unbroken, the Bread he gave 
them was actually a Piece of his Fleſh, 


and the Wine he gave them was a 


Draught of his Blood? ]s it not evi- 
dent to our Senſes, that the Elements 
remain after Conſecration, the very 
ſame in Subſtance as they were before, 


and that no ſuch Change is wrought 


upon them? Is the Body of Chriſt, 
which long ſince aſcended into Heaven, 
and is there ſeated at the right Hand 
of God; Is, I ſay, this ſacred Body to 
be called down from Heaven at the 
Prayer of every Prieſt, to be broken 
and mangled, and in a thouſand Places 
at the ſame Time, to be fed upon by 
Chriſtians ? How monſtrous and full of 
Abſurdities is this Romiſh Doctrine ? 
How much more eaſy and rational is 
the Opinion of the Proteſtants, who 


take our Saviour's Words, This is my 


Body, and This is my Blood, to mean 
no more, than this Bread is to repre- 
ſent, or to be a Memorial of my Body; 
this Wine is to repreſent, or to be a 
Memorial of my Blood ; take theſe in 
a thank- 
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a thankful Remembrance of my Death 7” 
for you ? And as well may it be thought 
that when our Saviour ſaid, J am th 
Vine, or I am the Door, he was actual. 
ly transformed into thoſe Things, a 
that fuch a Change was wrought in 
the Sacrament he inſtituted, by Virt 
of the abovementioned Expreſſions 
which are to be underſtood only as 1 
figurative Way of ſpeaking, common in 
all Languages. 


TrRDLY, Ancchas Error of the P: 
piſts about this Sacrament is, that the) 
look upon it, and their Creed deck 
it to be © a true, proper and propiti: 
<« tory Sacrifice for the Living and th: 
„ Dead.” That the Sacrament is 
Memorial, or Repreſentation of Chriſt' 
Sacrifice, of that propitiatory Sacri 
fice which he made of himſelf wpor 
the Croſs, we, with other Proteſtants 
do believe; and that the Service and] An 
Duty we perform therein, may be call lan 
ed an Eucbariſtical Sacrifice, or a H 
-Crifice of Praiſe and Thanksgiving 
we deny not: but to ſay, it is a rel 
8 Propitialo 


w 
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ll 1ropitiatory Sacrifice, we think very ab- 
u ſurd and erroneous. Such a Sacrifice was 


ſubmitted ro die for us, as the Apoſtle 


died unto Sin once. But if it be ſuppoſed, 
that in the holy Communion, Chriſt's 


times over ? contrary to what the Apo- 
ſtle expreſsly declares in another Place, 


Chriſt needed not to offer himſelf often, as 
the High Prieſt entered inte the boly 
Place every Year with the Blood of others; 


= for then, ſays he, muſt he often have ſuf- 


fred ſince the Foundaiton of the World; 

but now once, in the End of the World, ba. b 
be appeared to put away Sin by the Sa- 
crifice of himſelf ; and as it is appoint- 
ed unto Men once to die, ſo Chriſt was 
once offered to bear the Sins of many. 


*« who ſuffered Death upon the Croſs for 
FFͤX1 - x le 


offered but once, namely, when our Lord 


ſpeaks, Rom. vi. 10. In that be died, be 


real Fleſh and Blood is ſacrificed, what 
is this but to make him die a thouſand 


Heb. ix. 25, Sc. where he ſays, that 


Anſwerably hereto the Church of Eng- 
land, in its Communion Office, openly 
and truly profeſſes, that «* Chriſt Jeſus, 


”0 The Engliſhman directed 


a thankful Remembrance of my Death 
for you ? And as well may it be thought 
that when our Saviour ſaid, I am the 
Vine, or I am the Door, he was actual- 


ly transformed into thoſe Things, a 


that fuch a Change was wrought in 
the Sacrament he inſtituted, by Virtue 
of the abovementioned Expreſſions, 
which are to be underſtood only as 1 
figurative Way of ſpeaking, common in 
all Languages. | 


Tame: 1 Error of the Pa 
piſts about this Sacrament is, that they 
look upon it, and their Creed Arcs 
it to be “a true, proper and propitia- 
„ tory Sacrifice for the Living and the 


% Dead.” That the Sacrament is 'afl 


Memorial, or Repreſentation of Chriſt's 
Sacrifice, of that propitiatory Sacri- 
fice which he made of himſelf upon 
the Croſs, we, with other Proteſtants, 
do believe; and that the Service and 
Duty we perform therein, may be call. 
ed an Eucbariſtical Sacrifice, or a 84. 
-Crifice of Praiſe and Thanksgiving, 
we deny not: but to ſay, it is a rea 
ASA Sf, propitialory 


* 


4 propitiatory Sacrifice, we think very ab- 
1+ furd and erroneous. Such a Sacrifice was 
offered but once, namely, when our Lord 
ſubmitted to die for us, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Rom. vi. 10. In that be died, be 
died unto Sin once, But if it be ſuppoſed, 
that in the holy Communion, Chriſt's 


is this but to make him die a thouſand 
in| times over? contrary to what the Apo- 

{tle expreſsly declares in another Place, 
| Heb. ix. 25, Cc. where he ſays, that 
2a. Chriſt needed not to offer himſelf often, as 


nll e High Prieſt entered into the holy 
rex Place every Year with the Blood of otbers; 
51.0 /07 then, ſays he, muſt he often have ſuf- 


the fered ſince the Foundation of the World; 


off but now once, in the End of the World, ba: 5 
Al be appeared lo put away Sin by the Sa- 
eri. criice of himſelf ; and as it is appoint- 


p00 ed unto Men once lo die, ſo Chriſt was 
nts ¶ once offered to bear the Sins of many. 
and Anſwerably hereto the Church of Eng- 
all. lend, in its Communion Office, openly 


$f and truly profeſſes, that “ Chriſt Jeſus, 
ng, 8 who . Death won the Croſs for 


real our 
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real Fleſh and Blood is ſacrificed, what 
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« our Redemption, made i here. by hi | 
e one Oblation of himſelf. once fb 
<« full, perſect. and ſuſſicient Sacriſia 
« Oblation, and Satisfaction "= the Sins 
ce. the whale World.“ 


* 


— ON 8 of this Sacti. 
fice, we Proteſtants make often; but 
preſume not, with the Papiſts, to "hai 
tice our Redeemer again in Perſon. 


I MIGHT. inſtance in divers othe 
Particulars, wherein (if the Scriptur 
be the Rule of judging) the Churcif 
of Rome has certainly erred; and ti 
follow her in her Errors, is too great 

a Compliment to be paid to that, af 
any other Church in the World. One 
Argument indeed they have to filenci 
all "Objections : : The Church (meaning 
themſelves) has not erred, becauſe ith o 
is infallible, and cannot err; which ipop 
joſt the ſame, as if a Criminal ſhould; 
plead, he is perfectly innocent, becaulſh, | 
he cannot be guilty : Whereas ſuch 1 Jt: 
the Depravation of human Nature If a. 


| that without due, Care any Man mayer; 
| bel 
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Man, or Body of Men, are exempted 
from falling into Errors. 


Diſpute, the Papiſts appear to have 


„ fwerved from the plain Doctrine of the 


ul Scriptures, we have reaſon to think our- 


Elves happy, that we are Members of 
2 Proteſtant Church, in which nothing 
is impoſed upon our Belief, or enjoined 


to be done, but what is perfectly agree- 
able to the wm Scriptures. 


ALL that we have need to do, is, to- 
gether with our Thanks for God's ſin- 
oular Mercies, to take care that our 


NO xcellency of our Religion; that we 
ungſpe not only reformed in our Faith, but 


Popery, we run not into Licentiouf- 
els. The Proteſtant Religion allows 
o Man to live in the Neglect of his 


thre to be the better for the Light 
D we 


be tempted to commit a Crime, and no 


AND becauſe in the Matters 1 


Lives be anſwerable to the Purity and 


n our Manners ; and whilſt we fi from 


Duty to God, nor in the Commiffion 
{ any Thing that is Evil; but if we 
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we enjoy, we ſhould make it / 10 fin 
before Men, that they may ſee, ur good 
Works, and glorify our Halber wien i am 


1 2 Heaven, TT 100 
| | 
3 „„ 

N d N x NM 


SECT. Xu. 


H AT we might be able to give 
Aa rational Account: of our Nell 
gion, we have ſhewn, 


e What Anſwer: is to be made 
to thoſe who ſhall aſk, Why it is neceſ- 
ary for us to be of any Religion at all! 


| SECONDLY, It has been ſhewn, why 
we are and oucht to be of the Chrif- 
| tian Religion, rather than of any other 
that has prevailed in the World; mM 
| is, why we ſhould be Chriſtians, 
| ther than either Jews, Heatbens, or 
| Mavometans. 


TarrDLy, 
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u amongſt Chriſtians, and the moſt con- 


fiderable, in theſe Weſtern Parts of the 


World, being the Proteſtants and Pa- 


fiſts ; it has been alſo ſhewn, why we 
Would be in the Number of the former, 


rather than of the latter. 


I COME now to reſolve the FourTH 


li-ÞMinds ; ſome keeping to the Eſtabliſhed 


har we ſhould chooſe, either to ” 
burch- men, or Diſſenters. Happy i 


of ould be for us, if, as we live in a 4 
1]? roteſtant Nation, we were all of one 
ind, and there were 0 Diviſions 


hy N mongſt us; and more united we ſhould 


Decaſion there is for theſe unfortunate 
viſions, and how much the Scripture 
bes condemn them. 


D 2 1 $8yaLL 


il Tuts, There Wen Diviſions 


and laſt Query propoſed, which was 
this; Becauſe here in Exgland the Pro- 
ve Mcſtants themſelves are of different 


hurch, others ſeparating from it; 


e, if we well conſidered how little 
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but unlawful, if we are to judge b) 


ration has been made, and is ſtil} con- 
tinued, there can be no ſuch Thing as Uniy 


Chriſtian Nation whatſoever, but reli 
gious Diviſions muſt be endleſs. 


76 


1 SHALL therefore — to ſhew, 
why it is neceſſary for us to be in th b 


Communion of the E ſtabliſhed Church, 0 


rather than be Members of any ſepa. ry 


rate Meeting, or diflenting Congrega. Ii 


tion whatſoever; and that for the fol. 


lowing Reaſons: 50 


1. Becavsr the ſetting up of Con all 
gregations, different from, or contra N An 
to, the Church, is a 3g PRI anc 


needleſs. E out 


2. BrœAvsz it is not only needleſs 


the Rules of Seripante. 


3: Upon the Reaſons that this Seps 


in the Church of Chriſt, or in anj 


inthe Choice of is Religion, 77. 


„ . Tuts Departure from the Eſta- 
e blined Church, has been, and is, the 
MN Oceafion'of à world of Evil and Miſe- 


&Wry to our Nation, and in the End 1 is 


fe likely to "eve its Ruin. 
Tre Things are of great Moment, 


all that wiſh well to their Country. 
And may we all be diſpoſed to fre 


Hes * | 


bl Fist, It was obſerved, that the ſett- 
ing up of Congregations, diffi rent from, 


Por contrary to, the Church, is a Thing 
pa: qperfectly needleſs. For as we are all 


Oh Proteſtants, and our Nation has long 


vih face freed itſelf from all Subjection to 


anſſthe Pope, and the Errors of Popery, 


tel vhat Occaſion is there for any Divi- 
ions amongſt us? Why ſhould we not 
ll go to the houſe of God as friends ? 

IS not the Church of England a true 


BC) urch'- of Chriſt ? And has it not 
| D 3 | been 


and deſerve well to be conſidered by 


and purſue the Things that belong to 
our Peace, before they are bid from our 
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been owned to be the Bulwark of the B. 
Proteſtant Religion? Why then ſhould fre 
any who call themſelves Proteftants, be m; 
willing to ſee it weakened or impaired? A 
Why ſhould any that live under its I fer 
Shadow, ſeparate themſelves from itz I thi 
Communion ? Did our Church impoſe ſou 
any Thing to be believed or done, con: ¶ cot 
trary to the plain Doctrine of the Scripe | dif 
| tures, there would be ſome Reaſon for Pic 
Peoples taking Offence at her, and I ful 
Og themſelves from her So- ¶ anc 

: But when nothing of this kind ane 
= be charged upon her, how needleſs; I ne- 
how unreaſonable is it to divide from 
her Communion? Does our Church, 
like that of Rome, teach People to fal 
down and worſhip Images? Does it offer 
up: any Prayers to Saints or Angels! 
Does it adminiſter only a half Sacra. 
ment to the People? Are our Prayen 
pot up in an unknown Tongue? or the 
Pxqple denied the free Reading of the 
Scrigtures ? Are any of theſe Things 
done. amongſt us? Why then ſhould the 
Order and Service of the Church meet 
with any Oppoſition ? Look into the 
3 „ I | N 
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Book of our Common Prayer, and ſearch 


0 
d fro one End to the other, whether we 
e 
. 


make any Supplications to the Virgin 
Mary, or the Saints; whether we pre- 


u Kent not our Requeſts only to God in and 
ts through the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt 


ſe our Saviour: And obſerve in how be- 
n ¶ coming a Method the Church Service is 


Piety runs through its Prayers; how 
fully all our Wants, and of all Orders 
and Degrees of Men, are conſidered; 

and ſurely nothing more can be thought 


of a Chriſtian Congregation. I may 
venture to ſay, that no where in all the 


more purely adminiſtered, the Worſhip 


eaches, they need not go any where 
elſe, or look out for any other Guide 


el ovation. 
33808 4 32 


diſp: ofed ; how admirable a Strain of 


nec dful to anſwer the Ends and Delirgs | 


ICbriſtian World is the Word of God 
more ſoundly preached, the Sacraments 


of God more decently celebrated, than 
in the Church of England: And if Peo- 
Pie were but careful to live as the Church 


o lead them in the Way to eternal 


D 4 : Su | 
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© SpconDLy, The ſetting up of 820 
gregations different from, or contrary 
to, the Church, is not only needleſs, but I n 
unlawful, if we are to judge by the thi 
Rules of Scripture, For the Scripture iſ, 
every where preſſes Chriſtians to Unity 
in Religion, and not to run into un» 
neceſſary Diviſions. Thoſe therefore 
who depart from the public Order eſta. Dj 
bliſhed in the Church, and draw away 1 37 
Diſciples after them, act contrary to the I 
Rules of Scripture, and therefure unlaw. BE 
fully. Obſerve in how moving a Stile N (} 
St Paul perſuades the Chriſtians of thoſe N ca 
hes 10 Unity, 1. Cor. i. 10. Now I be- 
Cech vou, Brethren, by the Name of cur by 


"Ln eus Corgi, twat ye all jpeak the ri 
ſame Thing, and that there be no Drviſions ¶ Joi 
among you but that ye be perfettly joined N of 
together in the ſame Mind, and in the | Co 
fame. Judęment. Here he would have wi 
them not only to be of one Faith, to NM 
_ agtce+ In the main Articles of Religion, io 
bur, as far as pollible, to be of the fame I of 
Mind - and, Judgment. in all. Things; be 
much more not to proceed to an open 
Breach 
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Breach of Church Communion: And 
whereas ſome had been obſerved to be 
very peeviſn and contentious, following 
Y chis or' that Teacher, juſt as their Hu- 
* mour led them, the Apoſtle tells them, 
e that this was an Argument of a weak 
© and carnal Mind, of a Mind too much 
under the Power of their ſenſual and 
„violent Paſſions: Mbereas, ſays he, there 
e i among yon Envying, and Strife, and 
i- Diviſans, are ye not carnal, and walk as 
Jen? for while one ſaith, 1am of Paul, 
and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not 
carnal ? 'Contrary hereto he requires, in 
other Places, that Chriſtians ſhould be 
careful to keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Bond of Peace ; that they ſhould walk 
by the fame Rule; that they ſhould g/ 
rify God with one Mind, and one Mouth 1 
Joining unanimouſly in the ſame Offices 
4 of Prayer and Praiſe, without dividing 
e Communion, and ſeeking to glorify God 
ze with different Minds, and [ diffetent | 
o Mouths: He puts us in mind, that 
1; God'ts . uot. the Authar of Confuſion, hui 
ie N Peace. And if any, 8 deſire is 
„% canttnſious, e have an A 3 
u 4 neon 


| 


F fie Aeg, eas der. 
ET ber ube Cburohes of Ged. In a word, he 


calls the Chiroh, ot the Society of Chril- fs 
tian Believers, abe Body of Chrift ; and I h. 


ys expreſsly, that there ſhould be 10 25 
Sebiſm in this Body, 1 Cor. xii, 28. By a |, 
 Schifm is meant a Rent or Diſunion 8. 
amongſt the Members: And that there I i 


+ a Schiſm:or Diſunion amongſt the Þ © 
Chriſtians of this unhappy Nation, is too f 
plain and melancholy a Truth. But 
where then lies the Fauk? Does it lie on 
our Side, who hold to the Order eſtabliſh- 
vd in the Church? or on theirs, Who &- 

parate from it? We on our Parts abide 
by that Form of Government and Wor: 
thip which was ſettled at the Beginning 
of the Reformation ; and upon 50ſt 
certainly muſt fall the Charge Leg the 
Schiſm, who upon little and frivolous 
Pretences break the Peace of the Church, 
bed Sing hm! Its RR 


37 Fo King Amari Days, and for ders 
Murs in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
there was. no ſuch Thing as an open Se- 
paration from the Church, There wer 


| ba 1 were not intirely picaſcd, th 


and 79.8 
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and:were ill urging 1 for à farther Refor- E 


mation; but whatever Scruples they 
had, they. did not think them of that 
Moment, as to break Communion with 
the Church about them: And when the 
Separation firſt began, and Congteg aa 


tions were fer up in Oppoſition to the 
Church, the moſt learned and ſenſible of 
the Puritans, highly blamed thoſe who 
were for carrying Things to ſuch an Ex- 
tremity, alledging how dangerous and 
ſinful it was to make a Schiſm in the 
Church: And however they wiſhed to 
ſee ſome Things altered, yet till it was 
done by a national and general Act, theß 


held it neceſſary for all People to keep 


to the eſtabliſned Rule. Such was the 


Temper of the old Puritans, as they 


were cal led. 


Bur after them ſucceeded à Genera- 
tion of warmer, and more violent Spi- 
rits, who, not contented with the Mode- 


ration of their Forefathers, were for al- 
| teritig and unſettling all Things; in 


which, 'becauſe they were, hot gratified, : 
they proceeded to an actual Breach, and 
ä D 6 ſet 
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ſet up Congregations in Oppoſition to 


the National Church : And thus bare 
Matters continued to this Day. 


Our Brethren therefore that went 
out from us, and ſtill remain divided 
from the Church, muſt not they take 
the Blame upon themſelves? and does 
not the Guilt of the unhappy Schiſm 
in this Proteſtant Nation lie at their 
Doors? It may be ſaid, perhaps, that 
the ſeveral Parties who divide from the 
Church,, do now enjoy a Toleration 
from the Government: They do fo, 
and may they have it unenvied ; and 
Jet none of us be of fo furious and vio- 
lent a Fpirit, as to deſire to ſee any 
Chriſtians amongſt us cruelly uſed up- 
on the Account of Religion. In the 
mean Time Error remains Error ſtill; 
and if the Laws of Chriſt condemn the 
making a Schiſm or Rent in the Church, 
thoſe who are concerned, muſt always 
ſtand guilty in the Sight of God, be ths 
1 os Mien whatloever IR will, 
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SECT. XIV. 


Hmbur, Upon a Reaſon this: 

this Separation has been made, 
and is ſtill continued, there can be no 
ſuch Thing as Unity in the Church of 
Chriſt, or in any Chriſtian Nation what- 
ſoever, but religious Diviſions muſt be 
endleſs amonęꝑſt us. 
the Duty of Chriſtians to be as one 
amongſt themſelves, and not to make a 
Rent in the Body of Chriſt, which is his 
Church, has been already ſeen: But now 
if the Reaſons be good, for which the 
Separation has been made from the 
Church of England, then I ſay, that the 
Apoſtle's: Precepts ſo earneſtly recom 
mending Union, can never be obſerved, 


and no National Church. can ever enjoy 
For what are the uſu- 
al Reaſons given for departing from, or 


Unity and Peace. 
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How much it is 
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26 wean dead ' 
not conforming. to, the eſtabliſhed Rule? 
Not becauſe any falſe or unſòund Doc. 
trines are taught amongſt us.; not be. 
eauſe any Thing is done in the Church, 
plainly contrary to the Word of God; 
this they never could, and never will 
be able to ſhew : but they are little in- 
conſiderable Matters, againſt which Ex- 
ception has been taken; againſt the 
wearing of a Garment ; againſt a mere 
Ceremony; in which the Church places 
no Holineſs, or abſolute Neceſſity, but 
enjoins only for Form and Decency's | 
ſake : And the uſual Pretences in theſe 
latter Days have been, that every Man 
muſt ſee with his own Eyes, and every 
Man is at Liberty to go where he likes 
beſt, or where he thinks he may be moſt 
edified ; and all may chooſe how 'or in 
what Manner they are to ſerve and wor- 


ſhip God. 


|  _ Bur if theſe be ſufficient Reaſons 

Tor going into Diviſions, how is it po 
fible that Unity in Religion can ever 
de maintained? Let a Church be never 
Jo Tound in its Faith, let us Wach 


N. 
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q be! never ſo holy, and pure,, an EV! 
Thing ſettled in it hh the groate 
. judgment and Wiſdom ; yet if every 
one may follow his own. Fancy, and 
x none is obliged to ſubmit to public 
order, what muſt the Conſequence be, 
bot endleſs Confuſion ? The general Rule 
© | which the Apoſtles have left 1or regulat- 
x ing Things in the Church of God, is 
re this 5 Let all things be done decently, and 
ei Order. But who is to be the Janes of 
ve] this Order and Decency ? Is every pri- 
vate Perſon fit to judge what is to be 
ſe done in the Houſe of God? or is it his 
n Buſineſs to ſettle, or to cenſure Matters 
of this kind ? Surely thoſe to whom the 
Care and Government of the Church is 
committed, muſt be the proper Judges 
in the Caſe : Upon them it lies to fee 
every Thing ſettled with Order and De- 
cency; and to the Order by them efta» 
bliſhed muſt the People willingly ſubmit. 
do does the Apoſtle. require, Feb. xiii. 
17. Obey them that haveshe Rule over you y 
ſubmis yourſefves to ſuch ; for they' watch 
for your Souls, as they that maſt give - 
an n. Had this Precept been 
9 obſerved 


8, The hehhnan FRY 
obſerved; and the Governors of the 
Church been ſubmitted to in what they 
5 appointed for Order and 'Decency, 
there had been no Diviſions about mY 
ligion ng us. . e 97 


Any till N are ſenſible that it is 
their Duty to ſubmit their own Wiſdom 
deo the Wiſdom of their Superiors, and 
that it is a Sin to make a Schiſm in the 
Church upon little and frivolous Pre- 
tences, our Diviſions muſt needs be end- 
leſs. For though a new Order and Form 
of Worſhip were to be ſettled in the 
Church, and though all the Diſſenters 
now living were willing to come into it, 
in order to become an united Proteſtant 
People; yet the very next Generation 
might with equal Reaſon depart from 
this new Eſtabliſhment, as their Fathers 
did from the old one, if every little 
Scruple or Conceit be ſufficient to juſtify 
fuch a Departure; if People have ben 
no better a Senſe of the Duty they owe 
to God's Church, and of the Siofulneſs 
of * into Diviſion than gt have 
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! Yu, do we not ſee, in fact, into bo 
many different Seas and Opinions thoſe, 
who have gonè our from us have ſplit 
and ſubdivided ? Some of one Perſuaſion, 
ome of another; ſome following this 
Congregation, others following that; 
q (ood each particular Sect condemning 
« the other, as they do the Order of — 
Church? For indeed, how can it be 
otherwiſe ? and where can Separation 
end, if People have no Notion of Chriſ- 
Ian Unity, if they think themſelves not 
tied to any PROS Role or Appeint- 
ment? / | 


Anp may not any. Member o or / Mins" 
bers of a diſſenting Congregation with- | 
draw themſelves from their own Pa- 
ſtor, and ſet up another Congre ation 
zpainſt him, upon any little Diſlike or 


{If has ſeparated from the Church, if 
every conceited Perſon. be free to follow _ 
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Exception, by the ſame Rule that him- | 


— 


his own Humour ? And thus it happen” : 
ed ſome time ago amongſt the Inde- | 
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ſeparating Members fought their Brethren 
at their own Weapon: For when a Dil. 
ſention aroſe among them, and ſome 
withdrew from the : ſettled Orders of 
their Churches, and formed themſelve 
into a new and ſeparite Congregation; 
being told by their Brethren how great 
an Offence they Were guilty of in mak. 
ing ſuch a Schiſm or Diviſion; their 
Anſwer was, That by the fame Rue] 
they had feparated from the Church oi 
Old England, themſelves had the Liber: 

| y to ſeparate from them. So unavoid- F 
able, fo endleſs are Diviſions, if Peoplecali 
have no more Regard to the Unity oiffſeur 
the Church, L . pro 


— , 
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in this Depa arture from the 
Church has Wem l, is the Oe- 


Jour Nation, and in the End is likely to 
prove its Ruin, Our bleſſed Saviour has 
told us in the Goſpel, that à Kingdom 
dt vided againjs uflf, i 7s nt 70 Deſo- 
ation: And may we not remember, or 
have we not heard into what great De- 
Jolation this Kingdom was brought about 
In Age ago, by our unhappy Differen- 
Nees in Religion; whilſt one Party ſtrove 
to overturn the Eſtabliſhed Church, the 
other to preſerve it: In which Quarrel | 


unheard of manner was judged, con- 
demned, 


cation of a world of Evil and Mifery to. - 


dne of the beſt of Princes fell, and in | 


? 
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demned, and executed by his own Sub. 
jects, To avoid the like Fate, his 
Children were forced to fly, and to 
take Shelter in foreign Lands, where 


one of them being perverted to the: 


Popiſh Religion, and bringing back 
with him a Diſpoſition to re-eſtabliſh it 
in this Nation, what Troubles it occaſi- 
oned, and how vaſt an Expence of Blood 
and Treaſure it has coſt the Nation, is 


too well known, Now had we been (as 
the Pſalmiſt ſays of Jeruſalem) 2 Ci. 
or Kingdom, at Unity in itſelf, none off; 
» theſe” Miſeries had happened to us; at: 
leaſt, we ſhould not have fallen out about 
Religion. This would never have been 


uſed as the Trumpet to War, and the 


Lord's Cauſe would never have been the 


Pretence for all Sorts of Villainy: We 


might have ſat each under his own 
Fine, and under his own Fig-tree, and 


there had been none to make us afraid. 


Ap how happy, how exceedingly 
happy ſhould we now be, if we were 

but an united People; if, as we are al 

Proteſtants; we could go 7o be — f 
NE 1290) 0 
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Cod as Friends, laying aſide all Divi- 
ſons, and walking, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, by the [ame Rule, with one 28575 
and one Mouth gloriſying God, even the 


in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, would 
Glory dwell in our Land; Mercy and 
Frith would meet togetber, Righteouſneſs 
ind Peace would kiſs each ober. We 
ſhould have no Occaſion of Wrangling 
and Diſpute, of Envy or Contention ; 
ind where Envy and Strife is, ſays the 
\ poſtle, there is Confuſion and every evil. 
Vork. Then our only Emulation would 
be, who ſhould moſt excel in Virtue, 
ind beſt adorn the Church he is a 
Member of ; we ſhould have no need 


0 
i! Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Then, 
K 


ach other, but ſhould make it our chief 
Prudy 70 provoke unto Love and lo god 


Forks. In a word, We ſhould. be better 
nd "better Chriſtians. 


Such happy Days ve might wiſh . 
For, and _ pleaſe ourſelves with the 


0 be on the offenſive or defenſive with 


i eighbours to each W better A riends, 


Whoughts of; though I muſt confeſs, | 
| | | We 
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we have little hopes of ſeeing them, 
whilſt every one is wedded to his oui, 


fond Conceit, and will not ſee the Duty | 
and Neceſſity of Church Union. Bo 


TxsTz4p of the lovely Proſpect above 
deſcribed, . we have now but a melancho, 
ly Scene before our Eyes, a truly pri- Ig 
5 and Proteſtant Church deſerted, 

ſpurned at by her own Children; 
dem elves jarring and differing with each 
other, finding Ralf with every thing, 
and pleaſed with nothing; and, by their 
Peefiſbpeſs and Fol! 125 laying all open to 
a general Ruin. For if there be any 
Fruth in our Saviour's Words, a Houſe 
er Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, cannot 
lang ſtand. Our common Enemy, the 
Papiſts, could not wiſh for more, and are 
with nothing more pleaſed, than to fee 
us thus diſunited ;. and have been always 
active and induſtrious to foment our 
Diviſions, in hopes, that one Day, 
grown ſick and weary, of Cantentian, 
and being toſſed about with various and 
wild Opinions, we ſhall be willin 
reunite with them, and be no 955. 


in the Obrict 'of bis Religion, 


ons. 


d _ 
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fopery is contrary to the Scriptures, 
ſhould. be extremely careful how 
give them ſo great an Advantage 
eint us. And whereas the Church 


pon to be the firmeſt Bulwark againſt 


nd ſer none amongſt us ever be prevail- 
re d with to look towards, or to join wich 


© © Congregation that has been ſet up in 
z remembring,. 


s Wppoſition to the ſame g 
Ir fat it is the Apoſtle's Advice and Com- 


Y, (and, Mark them which cauſe Diviſions 
0, Wrong you, and avoid them ; for they that 


d Ire ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Fejus Chriſt, 


o Nut their own Belly, and by good Words 


n. and 


12 fond of | our " boaſted Eren. 


Bur as we are ry perſaded. that 


— 
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f England hath been always looked 


Popery ; and none have, in Times of | 
rial, ſhewn more Courage or Learn- 
g, in the Defence of the Proteſtant 
eligion, | than the Divines of our 
hurch ; let us ever retain a hearty Love 
nd Reverence of it, and think ourſelves © 
appy that we are Members thereof; 
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and fair Speeches deceive the Hearts; 
the Simple, Rom. xvi. 17, 18, Of th 
Sort, ſays St Paul, are they which cre! 
into Houfes, and lead captive filly Wi 
men, laden with Sins, and led away will 
divers Lufts ; ever learning, and new 
able te come to the Knowledge of th 
Truth, 2 Tim. iii. 6, 7, And in the ver 
next Chapter he ſhews, how much the 
Peace of the Church would be in Dange 
from Mens unreaſonable itching after 
| Novelties, warning them to take care, 
Jeſt their own vain and unſteady Minds 
beguile them into Error. The Time wil 
come, ſays he, when they will not endurtf 
ſound Doctrine, but after their own Luſt 
ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers 
having itching Ears: And they ſhall tun 
away their Ears from the Truth, anf 
ſhall be turned unto Fables, 2 Tim. iv.] 
* +: 


Task Sayings of the Apoſtle do] 
ſo plainly reflect upon the Humour] 
and Folly of theſe latter Times 
wherein every Man thinks himſelf at 
Liberty} 


in "the Cboite of his Webs. : 975 


and to follow this or that Teacher, as he 
likes beſt, that one would think they had 
been written not an Age ſince, and that 


Warning to the Chriſtians Uvelling ir in 
„ 


* 


8E Or. XVI. 


to ſay ID the Foux QUESTIONS at 
F firſt propoſed; from whence every ho- 
Ineſt 5g ;/oman, that wiſhes well to his 
ni native Country, may fee how he ought 


v. N to carry himſelf towards the Church and 
Government here ſettled amongſt us, and 


Inow much he is obliged to keep the 


do Church's Peace, and at no Hand to join 


ur wich Tone that — from 8 
& || ; 


all 1 snail now addreſs myelf to all 


ty chat call themſelves Churchmen, who 


E make 


Liberty to gratify his on itching Ears, | 


they had been ſent by the Apoſtle, as a 
S SS DE = 


IT; HAV . now finiſhed . I ha 
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make it their Glory to be ſo accounted; 
and would not be thought unworthy of 
ſo excellent a Name; intreating them to 
conſider the following Things. 


Finsr, That our Church allows 1 no 


' Perſon in any fort of Vice or Immora. 


lity, in any Action or Thing forbidden 


by the Laws of God. So that though 


a Man ſhould profeſs never ſo great a 


Love and Honour to the Church, though 
he ſhould talk never ſo loudly and ear- 


neſtly for it; yet if he lives in the Breach 
of God's Commandments, our Church 
will not own him for a true Son or Mem- 
ber of hers; and all his bluſtering Di 
courſe will be of no advantage to him. We 
ought, indeed, to be right and ſound in 
our Opinions, to avoid carefully the 


Errors of thoſe who divide 55 the 


Church's Communion : But if we ima 
gine, that becauſe we are Members of 
the Church, and are, perhaps, warm 
Sticklers for it, the Sins and Blemiſhes 
in our Lives ſhall be eaſily overlooked 
and forgiven, we ſhal! find ourſelves 
ſadly deceived ; : It being not in the row 
0 


Sg. rg Ma 
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of the beſt Church in the World to ſave 
a wicked Man, that is, one that goes on 


in a Courſe of Sin. Be our Profeſſion 
what it will, and let our Belief be never 


ſo right and well. grounded, a bad Life 3 


will overthrow all our Hopes. : 


Does, therefore; any 


to, and ſhews himſelf diſobedient to her 


Inſtructions, which continually, in her 


holy Offices, ſets before him the Law of 
God, and tells him plainly, that God will 


not bold bim guiltleſs that faketh bis Name 


in vain. 


ARE there any amo 
themſelves Slaves to their inordinate 
Luſts; who live in Whoredom, Adul- 
tery, or any ſort of Lewdneſs? or in 


a State of Marriage not allowed by the 


Laws of God ? Such Perſons, be they 
of what Church they will, have no Rea- 
lon to- flatter themſelves ; whill they re- 


E 2 Pent 


one that calls 
himſelf a Churchman, allow himſelf in 
Swearing, and Curſing, and taking God's 
Name in vain? Let him know that in 
this he diſhonours the Church he belongs 


neft us that yield 
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pent not, and forſake not their Sin, they 


ſtand condemned by the Scripture, and 
by the Sentence of all Chriſtian Churches 


in the World. 


a 
Cane? 


AGAIN, Does any one that is addict 


ed to immoderate Drinking. think the 


better of himſelf becauſe he is a Mem- 
ber of the Church? Let him not be 
deceived; The Apoſtle plainly tells him, 


that 8 as well as Adulterers and 


Fornicators, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of God : And though he ſhould wiſh the 
Church never ſo well, or drink never fo 


many Healths to its Proſperity, ſhe can 


promiſe him no manner of Sa, mas he 


leaves his Exceſs. 16h 


In a word, Our Church allows no 


Man in any kind of Sin or Vice what- 


ſoever ; if ſhe did, ſhe would not be a 
true and pure Church of Chriſt : Upon 


his Law ſhe is founded ; his Law ſhe 
| teaches and propounds to her People; 
and whoſoever will not be obedient to 
this Law, forfeits all his Intereſt in the 
Church, and i in the Salyation purchaſed 


for 
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for it by Jeſus our Lord. For we are 
plainly told, that He is become the Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation io them only that 
obey him. Conſider well therefore the 
Obligation you are under, as you are 
Chriſtians, and as you are Members of 
the Church of England. os 


Ir has been obſerved by thoſe who 
have no great Good- will towards us, and 
are, perhaps, more curious to obſerve 
the Faults of others, than to amend their 
own ; that amongſt the Churchmen are 
found the moſt Swearers and Profane. 
On the other hand, it has been remark- 
ed, that amongſt the Diſſenters are to 
be found many that will lie and diſ- 
ſemble horribly, and whilſt they talk 


fair, and in a ſtrain of Godlineſs, will | 


not ſtick to cheat and to act knaviſh- 
ly. But to what Purpoſe do ſuch Re— 
marks ſerve; or which Side is the bet- 
ter by upbraiding each other with their 
Faults? It ſhould be the Care of all 
Chriſtians to avoid every thing ſinful 
and wicked ; and. the Laws of Chriſ- 
tianity forbid Men, as well to ſwear 


E 3 I, and 
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and to talk profanely, as to cheat and 
play the Hypocrite. As, therefore, no 
Diſſenter will be the more excuſable for 


{ſpying Faults and Blemiſhes in the Life 


of a Churchman; ſo no Churchman 
will be the better for looking into the 
Life, and condemning the bad Actions 
of a Diſſenter. 


Ir were heartily to be wiſhed that 


in a Proteſtant Nation we had no Diſ. 


ſention about Religion at all, and there 
were no other Struggle amongſt us, but 


who ſhould be the beſt Chriſtian. But 


as we believe, and are perſuaded, that 
-our Brethren are extremely in the 
Wrong, in dividing needleſly from us ; 
and that we are in a much ſafer Con- 
dition, by living in the Unity of the 
Church, than joining with any that 
break the Peace of it; we ſhould be 
extremely careful how we loſe the Ad- 
vantage, and overthrow all our Hopes 
and Pretenſions by acting wickedly. 
We ſhould, for the ſake of our own 
Souls, and for the Honour of that 
Church we profeſs ourſelves of, avoid 


every 
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every thing immoral and miſbecom- 


ing, endeavouring, as St Paul did, 40 
cut off Occaſion from them that ſeek Octa- 


fron to defame us: And as St Peter advi- 
ſes, Having a good Conſcience, that where- 
as they ſpeak Evil of you, as of Evil- 
doers, they may be aſhamed that falſly 
accuſe your good Converſation in Chriſt. 
But whatever Defects or Failings there 
may be 1n particular Perſons, they can- 


not with any Juſtice be imputed to the : 


Church, which teaches no Man to do 
Evil, and pronounces Condemnation up- 
on all in general that work Iniguity. 


5 
£> 
K 


in the Chvice of his Religion. : 103 


„ 


x 04 - The Engliſhman directed 


EEE TS 
SECT. XVII 


S our Religion binds us to depart 

from every evil Way, not to al- 

low ourſelves in any fort of Wickedneſs 
or Vice; ; 


_ . SeconDLY, It farther requires us to 

practiſe every thing that is good, and to 
grow in all Grace and Virtue, For this 
Reaſon it is, that our Church has ſe- 
lected the choiceſt Portions of Scripture, 
to be continually read in the Ears of her 


People, that they may ſee and remember, 


What manner of Perſons they ought to be, 
in all holy. Converſation and Godlineſs, as 
the Apoſtle expreſſes it. And in this 


you have an Advantage beyond what is 


commonly found in thoſe: Meetings and 
_ Congregations, which are ſet up in Op- 
an to the Church, where the Read- 

ing of the Scripture is not made wy 
Part of their public Service. 


» 


Tais 
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Tm is Aatly contrary to what was 
3 done in the Church of God, 
as we are told, Als xv. 21. That Moſes 
of old Time had in every City them that 


preached him, being read in the Synagogurs 


every Sabbath Day. The Law of Moſes 
was not only preached or expounded up- 
on, but was conſtantly read in the public 
Aſſemblies. This good Cuſtom we find 
approved by the Apoſtles, who them- 
ſelves were preſent, | and paid their At- 
tention thereto ; as we find Adds xiii. 14, 
15. where it is ſaid of Paul and Barna- 


bas, That they came to Antioch; and went 


intotbe.Synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and 
I al down, and after tbe Reading of the Law 


and the Prophets, the Rulers of the Synagogue 


ſent unto them, ſaying, Je Men and Bre- 
thren, if ye have any Mord of Euhortalion 
for the People, ſay on. The Scriptures 
themſelves were firſt read, then followed 


| the Werd of Exhantation: z exactly an- 


ſwering to what is done in our Church, 


and has been the conſtant Practice of all 8 


Chriſtian Churches, So that we may 
juſtly wonder how the reading of the 


E 5 Word 


_—— IS 


106 The Engliſhman direcled 


Word of God ſhould be neglected in 
any Congregation of Chriſtians; except 
it were to ſhew, that in this, as well as 
other Things, ſome are reſolved to be 
ſingular. Bu let who will neglect it, 
our Church obſerves the ancient Cuſtom, 
making the Reading of the Scripture a 
conſtant Part of her Service; that Peo- 
ple might not depend only upon the 
Word of Man, but on the Word of 


— Goditſelf ; and be able thence to make 


a Judgment of the Inſtructions that are 
delivered to them. | 


ae in | the Pin in as 
Chapters, in the Epiſtles and Goſpels, 
that are continually read in the Church, 
we are told, beſides what is taught from 
the Pulpit, how, and in what manner 
we ſhould frame our Lives; that we 
ſhould not only forbear every thing 
that is vile and finful, but be mindful 
to practiſe every thing that is holy 
and good; keeping 4 Conſcience void of 
| Offence jowards God and towards Men; 
chat denying Ungodlineſ and worldly 
i= . woe 1 live fiery, Tighteonf) 
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and godly in this preſent World." Our 
Chutch uſes nd 6ther Exhortations than 
fuck' as the Apoſtles did, and in the 
like Terms addreſſes herfelf to you; 
Finally, Brethren, *batſoever Things art 
true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, ce bal. 
a i foros Things are juft, whatſotver Thirgs 
are pure, whatſoever Things are teh, 
e 8 whaifhever Things are of pood Report, i 5 
f WW rhere be any Virtue, and if there be ahy 
e 
e 


Praiſe, think on theſe Things : Think on 
them, fo as to live and act accordingly. 


To be a little r more particular; 80 b 


, Ir you would ſhew your Reſpect and 
„ Love to the Church, you muſt eſpecial- f 
nh be mindful of your Public Duties, | 
r on which the Honbur of God and Re- 
e gion do ſo much depend. That Per- 

g fon deſerves not the Name of 4 Church- 
man, who obſerves not the Lotd's Day | 
y I} and is willing father to fit at Home, 
f WM and be doing nething, than to appear | 
; WM with his Neig hbours at the Houſe of ; 
Cod. He F ſhe that, Whilſt they are 
ly 9 refuſe of neglect to come to the _ 

d E 6 Church, 
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Church, there to join in the public 
Worſhip, is ſo far from being of the 
Church Communion, that they volunta- 
rily excommunicate themſelves, throw- 
ing themſelves out of its Society, and 
by ſnutting themſelves out from Chriſt's 
Church on Earth, go the Way to be 
baniſhed from the Church of the Firſt- 
born written in Heaven, To live in 


the Neglect of the public Worſhip 
of God, is to act much worſe than either 


a Jew, a Turk, or a Heathen, who all 
in their ſeveral Ways expreſs openly 
the Reverence they have for their Re- 


ligion. Each of theſe have their ſo- 


lemn Times and Places appointed for 


their public Worſhip; and whoſoever 
cuſtomarily abſent themſelves from it, 
|. are looked upon. as vile and profligate 


Wretches, unworthy of Society. And 
will not all theſe riſe up in Judgment 
againſt too many Chriſtians, who are ſo 


hardly to be brought to the Houſe of 


Prayer, who are ſo little mindful of the 
Lord's Day, and leave the Service of 
God for any little Buſineſs or Pleaſures 
of the World? If, ee you 

N would 
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would be thought good Members of 

the Church; if, indeed, you have any 

Value for God, or for your own Souls; 
I have a Care of neglecting your public 
I Duty ; remembering what the Pſalmiſt 
ö ſays, The Wicked ſhall be turned into Mel 
t and all the People that forgel Gam. * 


| So other Parts of. your public 
Duty, let me put you in mind of one, 
which though of great Importance, too 
many are apt to be failing in, even of 
' | thoſe, who otherwiſe ſeem ready enough 
to attend on the Service of God; and 
that is, the Receiving of the Sacrament 
at the Times appointed, or as often as 
you have convenient ſoppormuenty. 1,501 


Tais has been R e a 
ſacred and principal Act of Church- 
Communion. The being debarred from 
it was ever accounted the greateſt Pu- 
niſhment the Church could inflict ; and 
is it not ſtrange that People ſhould. be 
willing to inflict it upon themſelves, and 
when they might come and freely re- 
ceive the Pledges of Chriſt's Love, they |} 
ſhould 
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ſhould unthankfully refuſe it? Thoſe 
who live in any open and ſcandalous 
Sin cannot be admitted if they would; 
but that any ſhould thut themſelves out, 
when there is no ſuch Bar againſt them, 
is indeed amazing, and ſhews that they 
have very little Senſe of what their Re- 
ligion, and the Church EW are 1 does 
ME from them. 


F you would flip Iain Mem- 


Wi of the Church, indeed, ybu muſt 
not be backward to join in fo ſolemn an 
Ordinance of it; and, as you would not 
be exeluded from the Lord's Preſence 
hereafter, you muſt be willing to come 
to his Table- here, and to a. lots in 
Remembrance of Dim... 


Ber it is not enough chat People 
come to the Church, and ſhew them- 


ſelves there for Faſhion's | ſake ; they 
muſt alſo mind and be careful ro attead 
to what is there done. We come to 

the Houſe of God to pay our Wor- 
| ſhip, to offer him our Praiſes and 
Thankag;vings, for the many 8 
and 
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ſe and Benefits we receive from him; to 
1s | implore his Grace and Bleſſing upon 
ourſelves and others; to hear his Law. 
t, read, and to be inſtructed out of his 
„ | holy Word. Remember, therefore, the 
y || good Advice of Solomon; Krep thy Foot 
> | when thou goeſt to the Houſe of God, and 
s || be more ready to bear, than to. offer the 
Sacrifice of Fools ; for they conſider not 
that they do Evil, Eccles. v. 1. To pre- 
ſent ourſelves before God, and not to 
heed or to join in the Prayers 1 
Praiſes that are offered to him, is, in- 
deed, to pay the Sarrifice of + oY 
ſuch a lame and defective Sacrifice as 
will not be accepted. Hear the Senti- 
ments of an honeſt Heathen on this 
Point. Men, ſays be, are never 
«© more concerned to be humble and 
g modeſt, than when they have to do 
: « about God: They ſhould enter the 
| © Temples with an humble and com- 
\ || © poſed Demeanor: When they ap- 
ce proach to ſacrifice, it ſhould be with 
« all imaginable Expreſſions of Reve- 
| | © rence and Modeſty in their Counte- - 
e nance and Carriage. How does 
eb this 


her 


| 
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this reproach too many amongſt us 
Chriſtians, who enter the Church with 
no manner of Reverence? who, in the 


| trouble themſelves to fap to > the, Pray- 
ers an Amen. | | 2 


midſt of the Prayers, fit. nrevereatly 
on their Seats, and mind nothing of the 


Duty they . ſhould be paying to God? 
If, therefore, it was noted for à Fault 


in the People of Iſrael, that bey drew 


nigb unto God, and honoured bim with 
their Lips, when their Hearts were far 
from him; much greater certainly is the 
Fault of thoſe, who neither with Heart, 
nor ſo much as Lip, are careful to do 


him Honour, but ſit perfectly ſilent 


and unconcerned, and will hardly 


+ 5.4 w# + 


. the Miniſter n or 3 


in the Congregation, will be of no Be- 


nefit to them, who do not go along 


with him in it. To make it their own 
Act of Worſhip, they muſt join them- 


ſelves in the {ame, and the Prayers muſt 
be ſent up with their own attentive 
Thoughts and Deſires, if they would 


have * effectual to their particular 


Good, 


TT 
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Good. We enjoy, by the divine Fa- 
vour, a very becoming and excellent 
Form of Worſhip, every way luited 
to the glorifying of God, and deriving. 
upon ourſelves all manner of Graces 
and Bleſſings; and there is, nothing 
wanting, but to bring along with us 
religious and devout Minds; which, 
if we are but careful to do, we ſhall 
find ſufficient Matter to employ them. 
And would all People be perſuaded to 
come, and to enter together upon the 
divine Service, and to join in every 
Part of it in that Order, with that De- 
votion, and with thoſe proper Geſtures 
and Marks of Reſpect, which are re- 
quired by the Common-Prayer Book, 
it would then be ſeen that we worſhip: 
the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs ; and 
any one coming in, and obſerving the 
Decency of our Worſhip, would be 
ready to fall down with us, and would 
report that Ged is in us of a Trulh, 


. 
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T would alſo be much for the Ho- 
nour of our Church, if People 
would be prevailed with to pay a little 


more Reſpect to the Holy-days, which 


ſhe has thought proper to be obſerved, 
not in too great Numbers, or in Re- 
membrance of mere imaginary Saints, 
(as is done in the Church of Rowe) 
but in Honour to our bleſſed Saviour 


and his Apoſtles; and which recur at 


ſuch proper Intervals and Diſtances, as 
not to be very burdenſome to us. That 
- Chriſtians ſhould ſometimes faſt, appears 
very plain from the Directions of our 
Lord, how and in what manner it is 


to be done: When ye faſt, be not as the Þ 


Hypocrites., And if (as far as we 
are able) we complied with the Faſts 
of the Church, we ſhould find them ve- 


ry uſeful towards the ſubduing our bad 
Iaclinations, towards the weaning our 


Affection 1 
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Affections from the World, and mak- 
ing greater Improvements in Piety and 


Virtue. Were People as religiouſly 
diſpoſed as they ought to be, it is not 


to be doubted, but many more might 


find Leiſure to attend the Prayers on 
the Holy-days, than now commonly 
do. And, methinks, when we hear 
how regular the Papiſts are in obſerv- 


ing the Orders of their Church, we, who 


profeſs a better and more pure Reli- 
gion, ſhould not come behind them in 
our Piety and Devotion; but ſhould be 
forward to ſhew that our Church, as 
well as theirs, requires from its Mem- 
bers, All _ gs amore and Godli- 


. 


Bur whilſt I am recommending a 
ſpecial Care in the Obſervance of your 
public Duties, it is not with an In- 


tention to paſs over, or to make you 


lels mindful of what is to be done in 
private. For both God requires, and 
does expect from us, both a public 


and a private Worſhip; that we ſhould: 
[tot wforſate the aſſembling of our ſelves toy 


gelber, 
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gerber, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, in or- 
der to yield him the open Teſtimonies 
of our Honour and Reverence; and 
alſo that we fail not in our daily Ac- 
Eknowledgments to him at Home, in 
the Duties of the Family. and the Clo- 
ſet; taking up and purſuing the wor- 
thy Reſolution of Foſbua, As for me, 
and my. Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord; 


and remembering that Direction of our 


Saviour, Enter into thy Cloſet, and pray 
| ” pled beavenly TRADE in ſecret. 0 


No Perſon that has: any Senſe of Re- 
ligion ſhould fail, at leaſt twice in the 


Day, to bow himſelf down to God in 


Prayer, namely, every Morning and 
every Evening, to bleſs and. praiſe: him 
for the continual Protection of his Hand, 
to aſk Pardon for his daily Offences 


and Follies, and to petition his Grace 


and Bleſſing upon himſelf and. all thas 
ren, oh to him. 


Fox a . Man to riſe in the iar 
and in the Evening to lay himſelf down, 


without n notice of, or paying 
OT, any 
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any Acknowledgmen! to God his Ma- 


ker, what is this, but to act like the 


poor brute Creatures, and to ſhew 
himſelf to have no more Underſtand- 
ing than ile Beaſts that veriſh ? it be- 
ing by Religion, or a Senſe of our Du- 
ty to God, that we are properly diſtin- 
guiſhed from theſe interior Creatures, 
We ſhould rather be inclined to have 
God often in our Thoughts, and to be 
more frequent in our: Addreſſes to the 
Throne of Grace, imitating the Ex- 
ample of holy David; At Evening, 
and at Morning, and at Noon will J 
pray: Like to what we read alſo of 
the Prophet Daniel, who kneeled upon 
his Knees three Times a Day, and gave 
Thanks before his God, Dan, vi. 10. 
The Religion and Church we are of, 
binds us to be mindful of all our pub. 
lic and private Duties. 


Axp as we are taught to lead a 
godly, fo alſo a righteous and a ſober 
Life; „to be juſt and honeſt in all our 
Dealings; to injure no Perſon by Word 
« or Deed; to bear no Malice nor Ha- 

& tred 
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«© tred in our Hearts; to keep our Hands 
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« from Robbing and Stealing; to keep 


* our Tongues from Evil-ſpeaking, Ly. 


« ing, and Slandering.” In like manner 


are we required to obſer ve a due Govern- 


ment over ourſelves, and to lay a Re- 
ſtraint upon all our Appetites and De. 
ſires; as we are handſomly admoniſhed 


in our Church Catechiſm, to keep our 


« Bodies in Temperance, Soberneſs, and 
« Chaſtity.” Nor muſt we forget the great 
Duty of Charity, without which all our 


| Doings are nothing worth, as our Church 


reminds us in its excellent Collect; re- 


commending to us Charity of all Kinds, 
relieving the Poor, comforting and aid- 


ing the Afflicted, forgiving and praying 
for our Enemies, forbearing to judge 
hardly and rigorouſly of our | Neigh- 
bour. We ſhould endeavour to poſleſs 


ourſelves of an univerſal Benevolence 


and Good-Will towards all ; and though 
we are to follow none in their Errors, 
we are to refuſe to no Perſon, however 


differing in Religion from us, Acts of 


Humanity, Kindneſs, and Pity. This 
is the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, * 
4400 5 1 


of that excellent Church whereof we are 
Members. 


By the View we have now taken of 
what our Religion does require from 
us, it may be obſerved, how much 
People are apt to miſtake in building 


their Hopes upon one or two parti- 


cular Acts or Branches of Duty. No- 
thing is more common than for a 
Man to juſtify himſelf, and to appear 


eaſy and ſecure, if he has but carried it f 


fairly and honeſtly in the World; if 
when he comes to die, he can but ſay 
for himſelf, I never did any one Harm, 
but quietly followed my own Buſineſs:“ 
So far certainly he acted well; but, 
alas! to be an honeſt Man is not enough. 
Many a Turk, many a Heathen, can 
ſay ſo much for himſelf. The Inqui- 
ry here ſhould be, not only whether he 
be an honeſt Man, but a good Chriſ- 
tian? Has he been conſtant at the 
Church, conſtant at the Sacrament, al- 
ways mindful of his private Duty to 
God at Home? Has he lived ſoberly ? 
Has he been not only juſt, 1 
. table 


in the Choice of his Religion. 119 


120 The Engliſhman directed, &c. 
table according to his Ability? If he 
has lived in this Chriſtian manner, he 
may then take Comfort in himſelf, and 
hope for Mercy and Salvation in and 
through the Sufferings and Mediation 
of his bleſſed, Redeemer, for whoſe ſake 
God is pleaſed to overlook the Failing 
and Imperfections to which the beſt 


his Servants are liabe. 
2 


Ina word; ＋ o be good Churchmen 
and good Chriſtians, we muſt live, not 
only righteouſly, but ſoberly; and no 
only ſoberly and righteouſly, but alſt 
godly in this preſent world. Then ma 
we chearfully look forward to that bleſ; 
ed Hope, and the glorious Appearing ( 
the great God, and our Saviour Feſi 
Chriſt, to whom be Glory and *q 
Fer et evermore. | 


